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Course Description

This course covers global events, global themes, and global linkages. Many of these events may have been local, but they have had global causes and effects. We will explore the idea that countries are not isolated, but are a part of an interconnected world order. 

In order to understand the world system, we will study major historical events by reading Ways of the World. Students will study historical documents that are contained in the textbook, and articles in the Course Pack, World History 1800 to the Present: HIST 1702H. In addition, students will read a prizewinning historical novel, The Sorrow of War, which will give insights into the encounter between the United States and Vietnam.  Students must purchase all three texts, which are essential in understanding historical themes that we will explore. These theme are colonialism, post-colonialism and neo-colonialism; imperialism and dependency theory; war and society; capitalism and communism; hegemony and resistance; race, gender, and global feminism; cultural and religious encounters; the nation state, empire, and global village; the superpowers and the non-aligned world; and globalization, and the new war on terror.  

Students will get a “laboratory experience” as they read historical documents. By doing so, students will actually engage with the sources, thereby drawing their own conclusions. Students will not just read history, but “do history.”  

Required Books

1. Ways of the World, Volume 2: Since 1500.
A Global History with Sources. (2011 edition).

Author: Robert W. Strayer.

Publisher: Bedford/St. Martin’s. 
2. The Sorrow of War. 

Author: Bao Ninh.

Publisher: Minerva, 1997.

3. Course Pack. Title: World History 1800 to the Present: HIST 1702H. 

Written assignments, tutorial participation, and final examination

· 1,200-word book review of The Sorrow of War.
· 3,000-word research essay based on historical documents, academic books, and journal articles. 

· Note: A 2% per day penalty will apply to late essays and book reviews. Weekends count as one day.

· Tutorial discussions on books, documents, and documentary films.

· Final examination consisting of two essays, and short identification questions. 

Grades and Due Dates

Tutorial participation






20%

Book Review 




Due 17 Feb 

20%

Research Essay 



Due 17 March

35%

Final Exam




In mid-April

25%

Tutorial Participation

1. All students must sign up for a tutorial group on the course website on WebCT/Blackboard.

2. Attendance is necessary.

3. Each student will be given a “Participation Evaluation Form,” on which they will evaluate their performance in each tutorial and give themselves a mark out of 10. Students will write a sentence or two on what they contributed. At the end of the tutorial, students will return their evaluation forms to the instructor, who will assign a countermark. Discussions will be based on documents (that appear at the end of each chapter in the textbook), and articles in the course pack. 
4. Tutorial topics follow topics taught in lecture by one week, in order to prepare students for discussion in tutorial.
Guide to Writing Assignments

For both writing assignments follow the “Guide to Writing in History” which is available on the HIST 1702H site on WebCT. For writing and formatting style, use the Chicago Manual of Style. Visit the website at: http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide.html
Both assignments must be in12 point type, double-spaced, and submitted in paper copy, in class on the due dates. 

1. Book Review

The book review essay must have a point of view (also known as a “thesis”). Details on how to write a thesis statement are given on WebCT. The essay should critically discuss the novel, as follows:  

· Briefly place the novel in its proper historical context (i.e. explain when the story takes place, and the political and military situation Vietnam). 

· Identify major historical themes as they appear in The Sorrow of War.
· Make sure you focus on the novel throughout the essay. Explain how the characters and events in the novel correlate with the history of Vietnam, and explore the nature of Vietnamese society.

· It is not necessary, but you are welcome to use other scholarly books and journal articles in order to define and explain the themes you are using, or to develop your argument. Use footnotes and bibliography to cite any texts you use.

2. Research Essay

A minimum of six texts (books and/or journal articles) must be used in writing the essay. (The textbook Ways of the World, and Course Pack material may be used but they do not count among the six required texts). Select the six required texts from (1) the book list at the end of each chapter in Ways of the World; (2) list of books posted on WebCT; (3) search for books and journal articles using the TOPCAT search facility on the Library website. Make sure that you choose the most appropriate books/journal articles. Essays that do not use a minimum of six sources will have the grade substantially reduced. Internet sources should not be used. Only use the Internet to locate and read scholarly journals.
Remember, the essay must have a thesis. The introduction must formulate a clear argument. You need to take a clear stand on the issue, and explain your position or argument throughout the essay. Make sure that your views/standpoint/argument are supported by historical evidence (documents, and scholarly books/journal articles). 

The essay should be on one of the following topics:

1. What was common to the process of industrialization everywhere, and how did that process differ from place to place? Explain how the industrial revolution was a global rather than simply a European phenomenon. 

2. What kinds of debates, controversies, and conflicts were generated by European intrusion in China, the Ottoman Empire, and Japan?

3. In what ways did colonial rule employ violence and coercion in order to establish colonial empire? And in what ways did colonial rule gain voluntary cooperation from colonized peoples or generate benefits for some people in the colonized countries?

4. Explain the ways in which the First World War and the Second World War were distinct and different conflicts. Also explain the ways in which these two conflicts were related to each other. How did the First World War and its aftermath lay the foundations for the Second World War?

5.  Explain the different ways in which the Soviet Union and China experienced Communism during the 20th Century.

6. Explain the origins of the Cold War. Why and when did the Cold War end, and what was its global significance?

7. In what ways did the colonial experience and the struggle for independence shape the agenda of developing countries in the second-half of the 20th Century? Focus on any two of the following countries -- India, Africa, Turkey and Iran.

8. How would you compare the historical experiences of India and China in the 20th Century? Examine the independence movement in India, and the rise of Communism in China.

9. What have been the benefits and drawbacks of globalization since 1945? In your answer begin with the creation of the post-World War Two global security and financial framework, and work your way to the present.

10. “The 20th Century marks the end of the era of Western dominance in world history.” What evidence supports this statement? And what evidence contradicts it?

11. Select any two of the following liberation movements – communism, nationalism, democracy, feminism, and internationalism – and explain how they have achieved, or not achieved, their goals?

Academic Integrity

Academic dishonesty, which includes plagiarism and cheating, is an extremely serious academic offence and carries penalties varying from a 0 grade on an assignment to expulsion from the University.  Definitions, penalties, and procedures for dealing with plagiarism and cheating are set out in Trent University’s Academic Integrity Policy. You have a responsibility to educate yourself – unfamiliarity with the policy is not an excuse. You are strongly encouraged to visit Trent’s Academic Integrity website to learn more: www.trentu.ca/academicintegrity 


All papers must be entirely your own original work. You may not collaborate with other students in the outlining, drafting, or writing of the paper. You may not submit substantially the same paper in two courses for credit. If you borrow the ideas or words of others without acknowledgment, you are guilty of plagiarism. If you use more than three words in a row from any source, including the course readings, you must properly attribute the quote with quotation marks and a complete citation in a footnote. Closely paraphrasing a source and merely changing a few words is still plagiarism. Translating from a text in another language is also plagiarism. 
Access to Instruction

Trent University strives to create an inclusive learning environment. If a student has a disability and/or health consideration and feels that he/she may need accommodations to succeed in this course, the student should contact:

1. (For Trent students) The Disability Services Office (BL Suite 109, 748-1281, disabilityservices@trentu.ca) as soon as possible. Complete text can be found under Access to Instruction in the Academic Calendar. 

2. (For UOIT/Durham College students) Centre for Students with Disabilities, 905.721.2000 (2742) Durham College; 905.721.8668 (2742) UOIT www.durhamcollege.ca/csd; and www.uoit.ca/csd
My Learning

This course uses the online My Learning website. Login to My Trent in order to access the course site. Syllabus, essay writing guides, and lecture slides will be posted on the course site.

CLASS AND TUTORIAL SCHEDULE

Ways of the World is referred to as WW, and the Course Pack as CP

13 JANUARY

Lectures:

1. Introduction to World History.

2. Revolutions of Industrialization.

3. Class Discussion on Chapter 18 (Please come prepared to discuss).

Required Readings: 

1. WW: Chapter 18, pages 825-866.

TOTAL PAGES FOR READING THIS WEEK: 41.
20 JANUARY
Lectures:

1. China’s Century of Crisis.

2. Collapse of China’s Qing Dynasty.

3. Introduction to Vietnam (Important! Background to the Book Review Essay will be given in lecture).

Background Readings: 

1. WW: Chapter 19, pages 877-889.

TUTORIALS START THIS WEEK

Tutorial Readings: 

1.  CP: David S. Landes, “The Wealth of Knowledge.”

2. CP: Stephen Nicholas & Deborah Oxley, “The Industrial Revolution and the Genesis of the Male Breadwinner.”

TOTAL PAGES FOR READING THIS WEEK: 42.

27 JANUARY

Lectures:

1.  The Collapse of the Ottoman Empire, & the Rise of Japan.

2. The “Eastern Question.” 

Background Readings: 

1. WW: Chapter 19, pages 889-904.

Tutorial Readings: 

1. WW: pages 905-921.

TOTAL PAGES FOR READING THIS WEEK: 32.

3 FEBRUARY

Lectures:

1. Colonial Encounters.

2. The Spanish-American-Cuban-Filipino War of 1898.

Background readings: 

1. WW: Chapter 20, pages 928-947.

Tutorial Readings:

1. CP: Carter Vaughn Findley, “The Turks in the Modern World.” Read pages 133-136 and 155-174.

2. WW: pages 950-959.

TOTAL PAGES FOR READING THIS WEEK: 50.

10 FEBRUARY

Lectures:

1. The First World War, and the Great Depression.

2. American Entry into the Great War.

Background readings: 

1. WW: Chapter 21, pages 969-988.

Tutorial readings:

1. CP: Philippa Levine, “Sexuality, Gender, and Empire.”

TOTAL PAGES FOR READING THIS WEEK: 40.

17 FEBRUARY

Lectures:

1. The Second World War, and European Reconstruction.

2. Britain’s Defense of “Fortress Singapore.”

Background readings: 

1. WW: Chapter 21, pages 988-1008.

Tutorial readings: 

1. CP: Alan J. Levine, “Was World War II a Near-run Thing?”

2. CP: John W. Dower, “Patterns of a Race War.”

TOTAL PAGES FOR READING THIS WEEK: 52.

BOOK REVIEW TO BE SUBMITTED IN CLASS TODAY

24 FEBRUARY

Lectures:

1. Rise of Global Communism.

2. Mao Zedong’s “Great Leap Forward.”

Background reading: 

1. WW: Chapter 22, pages 1029-1045.

Tutorial readings: 

1. CP: Joanna Burke,  “The Warrior Myth.”

2. Gabriel Kolko, “The Politics of Strategy in Europe.” Read pages 13-28.

TOTAL PAGES FOR READING THIS WEEK: 50.

3 MARCH

Lectures:

1. The Cold War.

2. De-Maoification: Evaluating Mao Zedong’s Communist Policies.

Background reading: 

1. WW: Chapter WW Chapter 22, pages 1045-1058.

Tutorial readings: 

1. Jung Chang, “Three-Inch Golden Lilies” – Concubine to a Warlord General.

2. Jung Chang, “Capable Women Can Make a Meal Without Food” – Famine.

TOTAL PAGES FOR READING THIS WEEK: 53.

10 MARCH

Lectures:

1. Freedom Comes to India and South Africa.

2. Imperialism, Resistance, Dependency Theory.

Background reading: 

1. WW: Chapter 23, pages 1081-1098.

Tutorial reading: 

1. John Lewis Gaddis, “The Return of Fear.” Read pages 5-32.

2. WW: pages 1060-1069.

TOTAL PAGES FOR READING THIS WEEK: 53.

17 MARCH

Lectures:

1. Islam in Turkey and Iran.

2. Orientalism and “American Orientalism.”

Background reading: 

1. WW: Chapter 23, pages 1098-1108.

Tutorial readings:

1. CP: Ramachandra Guha, “Freedom and Parricide.”

2. WW: pages 1110-1121.

TOTAL PAGES FOR READING THIS WEEK: 41.

RESEARCH ESSAY TO BE SUBMITTED IN CLASS TODAY

24 MARCH

No Class – Reading Week

31 MARCH
Lectures:

1. Globalization and the American Empire.

2. The American Century.

Background readings: 

1. WW: Chapter 24, pages 1133-1144.

Tutorial readings:

1. CP: John Isbister, “Imperialism.” Read pages 66-68; 76-80; and 86-96.

2. CP: Paul Kennedy, “The Impact of Vietnam on America’s World Role;” Arnold R. Isaacs, “Competing Memories;” and Robert D. Schulzinger, “Viewing Foreign and Military Policy Through the Prism of Vietnam.” 

TOTAL PAGES FOR READING THIS WEEK: 45.

7 APRIL

Lectures:

1. Globalization of Feminism, Islam, and the Environment.

2. Course summary.

Background readings: 

1. WW: Chapter 24, pages 1145-1163.

Tutorial readings: 

1. Carl W. Ernst, “Postscript: Reimagining Islam in the Twenty-First Century.”

2. Saba Bahar, “Human Rights Are Women’s Right: Amnesty International and the Family.”  

TOTAL PAGES FOR READING THIS WEEK: 50.

FINAL EXAM – Date to be announced.

END OF SYLLABUS
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