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 Course Description:
In this course we will study the development of European civilization from the decline of Roman imperial rule in the west until the last quarter of the eighteenth century.  In addition to developing a general overview of important events, we will also discuss a range of cultural, intellectual and institutional developments in Europe during this era.
Course Format: 
	Type
	Day
	Time 

	Location

	Lecture
Seminar 'A'

Seminar 'B'

Seminar 'C'
	Tuesday
Tuesday

Tuesday

Tuesday
	3:10 – 5:00 pm
12:10 – 1:00 pm

2:10 – 3:00 pm

5:10 – 6:00 pm
	Room 121
Room 109
Room 109
Room 109


Course Evaluation:
Regular attendance to both seminars and lectures is expected, along with active and productive participation in seminar meetings.  Assigned readings are intended to be an accompaniment to weekly lectures, not a substitute for them, and the quizzes and examinations that I set for this course may draw upon information presented in assigned readings, lectures, or both.  "Active Participation" involves contributing to seminar discussions, but I will also periodically administer short quizzes on the material covered in the course:  I may require that you identify significant points on a map, define terms or identify significant people, write a short response to a question about one or more primary sources, or a combination of any of these tasks.

In addition to seminar participation, you will be required to submit two short written assignments.  The first is an analysis of a primary source text dating from the Middle Ages (i.e., an historical text written between the years 450 – 1500 CE); the second is an annotated bibliography that focuses on some aspect of early European history (i.e., an historical topic related to the entire period covered in this course).

· I require that you consult me for approval of the source text or topic that you choose for both of these assignments:  E-mail your proposed topics to jr.herold@utoronto.ca. 
· For your single-source analysis, you may choose a text from the sourcebook that we will be using for the course, or another primary text from a different published source.  Total length of this paper should be 750 – 1,000 words (i.e., 3 – 4 typed, double-spaced pages using 12-point font); four pages is the acceptable limit for this assignment, and it will be due in the fourth week of term.
· Your annotated bibliography should be prefaced with a brief (2 – 3 page) essay that summarizes your chosen topic based on the materials in your bibliography; the bibliography itself should include 3 – 4 examples of the most recent secondary scholarship that you can find relating to your chosen topic, as well as at least two published primary sources that relate to your topic.  Total length of this project should be 1,500 – 2,000 words (i.e., 6 – 8 typed, double-spaced pages using 12-point font); eight pages is the acceptable limit for this assignment.  It will be due in the eighth week of the term.
· Guidelines for completing these assignments can be found in Mary Lynn Rampolla's A Pocket Guide to Writing in History, pp 24 – 6; see also Section 3b-5 on "Single-Source Analysis" (pp. 31 – 2) for more useful advice. 
Your annotated bibliography must incorporate a range of both primary sources and secondary scholarship, and your single-source analysis should also reference secondary scholarship that puts your source in context (even if it's only an encyclopaedia article).  ALL SOURCES MUST BE CITED in formal academic assignments.  Plagiarism—the representation of another’s writings or ideas as one’s own—is a serious offense within the academic community, carrying sanctions that may be detrimental to your academic career at this institution (see the statement on 'Academic Honesty' under University Policies, below).  In general, a charge of plagiarism is easy to avoid:  1) take—and keep—careful research notes, documenting all sources and quotations, and 2) provide proper attribution for all quotations or other statements of fact that you encounter in your research which you subsequently employ in your own written work.  Altering the wording or punctuation of a passage from a source is not sufficient to avoid a charge of plagiarism:  the source must be identified and properly referenced in your own work.  If you are in doubt as to whether or not to cite a particular source, it is generally a good idea to err on the side of caution and provide attribution!  For further information about how to avoid plagiarism, see Chapter 7 of Rampolla's guide. 

	Type of Assignment  (e.g, test, essay, lab report, etc.)
	Weighting
	Due Date

	Seminar Participation (see 'Course Evaluation' above)
	20%
	Cumulative throughout term

	Single-Source Analysis Essay
	20%
	5 October, 2010

	Annotated Bibliography
	30%
	9 November, 2010

	Final Examination
	30%
	TBA


University Policies
Academic Integrity:
Academic dishonesty, which includes plagiarism and cheating, is an extremely serious academic offence and carries penalties varying from a 0 grade on an assignment to expulsion from the University.  Definitions, penalties, and procedures for dealing with plagiarism and cheating are set out in Trent University’s Academic Integrity Policy. You have a responsibility to educate yourself – unfamiliarity with the policy is not an excuse. You are strongly encouraged to visit Trent’s Academic Integrity website to learn more: www.trentu.ca/academicintegrity. 
Access to Instruction:
It is Trent University's intent to create an inclusive learning environment. If a student has a disability and/or health consideration and feels that he/she may need accommodations to succeed in this course, the student should contact the Disability Services Office (BL Suite 109, 748-1281, disabilityservices@trentu.ca) as soon as possible. Complete text can be found under Access to Instruction in the Academic Calendar.

Required Texts:
Burger, Michael.  The Shaping of Western Civilization: From Antiquity to the Enlightenment.  Toronto:  University of Toronto Press, 2008.
Burger, Michael, ed.  Sources for the History of Western Civilization:  Volume I.  Toronto:  University of Toronto Press, 2002.

Rampolla, Mary Lynn.  A Pocket Guide to Writing in History (Sixth Edition, Boston/New York:  Bedford/St. Martin's Press, 2010).

MyLearning:

Additional weekly reading assignments and/or links to optional supplemental readings will be posted periodically on the course website:  I will inform you as online content becomes available.
Course Policies:
Although I am not assigning specific readings from Mary Lynn Rampolla's A Pocket Guide to Writing in History (Sixth Edition, Boston/New York:  Bedford/St. Martin's Press, 2010), I am requiring that students use it as a style manual for this course.  Rampolla's book is a practical guide to conducting and presenting undergraduate historical research. Along with providing guidance for evaluating and using historical sources, conducting research and avoiding plagiarism, the guide describes acceptable stylistic and documentary conventions for college-level writing.  All written work submitted for credit in this course must conform to the stylistic guidelines and conventions of reference citation described in Rampolla's guide:  I strongly encourage you to purchase a copy, as you will need to refer to it throughout the course (you will also likely find it very useful in other history or humanities courses that you take in your university career).

All written assignments will be due at the beginning of Lecture on the date assigned in the syllabus.  PAPERS SUBMITTED AFTER THE DEADLINE WILL BE SUBJECT TO A 5% REDUCTION IN THE ASSESSED GRADE PER DAY (OR PART OF DAY) DELAYED, so plan ahead and turn in your work on time!
Weekly schedule:

WEEK 1, 14 Sept.:
Course overview and "Conceptualizing Europe in the Pre-Modern World."

WEEK 2, 21 Sept.:
"Late Antiquity and the Transformation of the Roman Empire."




Reading:  Burger, Shaping, pp. 117 – 20, 123 – 46; Sources, Augustine, Confessions, pp. 310 – 34.
WEEK 3, 28 Sept.:
"The Early Middle Ages in Western Europe, ca. 400 – 1000 CE."




Reading:  Burger, Shaping, pp. 146 – 7, 151 – 64; Sources, "Life of Balthild", pp 385 – 90, and Einhard, "Life of Charlemagne", pp. 391 – 405.
WEEK 4, 5 Oct.:  
SOURCE ANALYSIS PAPER DUE AT BEGINNING OF LECTURE.

"'Sibling Cultures' or just 'Neighbours'?:  Byzantium, the Early Islamic World and Western Europe."




Reading:  Burger, Shaping, pp.  147 – 51; ADDITIONAL READINGS TBA.
WEEK 5, 12 Oct.:
"The 'High' Middle Ages, ca. 1000 – 1225 CE."




Reading:  Burger, Shaping, pp.  164 – 85; Sources, Gregory VII, Henry IV, et al., "Documents", pp. 414 – 20; "Speech of Urban II at Council of Clermont", pp. 421 – 5; Marie de France, "Eliduc", pp 430 – 8; "Magna Carta", pp. 439 – 46.  

· IN ADDITION:  for the following week, begin to read "Canons of the Fourth Lateran Council", pp. 447 – 74.
WEEK 6, 19 Oct.:
"The Late Middle Ages, ca. 1200 – 1500 CE."



Reading:  Burger, Shaping, pp.  185 – 90, 197 – 201; Sources, finish reading "Canons of the Fourth Lateran Council", pp. 447 – 74; "Court Rolls of the Abbots of Ramsey and Battle", pp. 475 – 81; City Officials of Cologne, "Letter", pp. 505 – 6; "Statute of Labourers", pp. 507 – 8; "English Statute on Food and Clothing", pp. 509 – 12; Catherine of Siena, "Dialogue", pp. 513 – 30; Barduccio di Piero, "Letter", pp. 531 – 4.
READING WEEK:
25 October to 1 November. 
WEEK 7, 2 Nov.:
"'Renaissance' in Italy and Beyond."




Reading:  Burger, Shaping, pp.  190 – 7, 201 – 8; Sources, Machiavelli, "The Prince", pp. 546 – 74.
WEEK 8, 9 Nov.:
ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY DUE AT BEGINNING OF LECTURE.

"Religion and Reform in the Sixteenth Century"




Reading:  Burger, Shaping, pp.  209 – 22; Sources, Erasmus, "Letters", pp. 575 – 97; Martin Luther, "Letters", pp. 598 – 605.
WEEK 9, 16 Nov.:
"Religion, Reform and War, ca. 1500 – 1650."



Reading:  Burger, Shaping, pp. 222 – 36; Sources, John Calvin, "Letters", pp. 606 – 35; "Articles of the Catholic League", pp. 636 – 7.
WEEK 10, 23 Nov.:
"Theorizing Nature and the Universe in Early Modern Europe."




Burger, Shaping, pp. 246 – 9, 268 – 80; Sources, Montaigne, "Essays", pp. 638 – 48; Marie de l'Incarnation, "Letters", pp. 649 – 57; Newton, "The Principia", pp. 721 – 4.
WEEK 11, 30 Nov.:
"Theorizing Power in Early Modern Europe."




Reading:  Burger, Shaping, pp.  240 – 5, 249 – 68; Sources, "The Grand Remonstrance and Charles I's reply", pp 658 – 76.
· IN ADDITION:  for the following week, begin reading Locke, "Second Treatise on Government", pp. 677 – 720.

WEEK 12, 7 Dec.:
"'Enlightened' Europe."




Burger, Shaping, pp. 280 – 91; Finish reading Locke, "Second Treatise on Government", pp. 677 – 720.
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