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Message From The Director

A highlight of the 2008-2009
academic year was
unquestionably the completion
of renovations to Wallis Hall
and the creation of spacious
new offices for all Frost Centre
MA and PhD students. The
corridors of Wallis Hall have
become a vibrant space for
ongoing conversation among
graduate students in the five
humanities graduate programs
now located at Traill College.
The opening of new graduate
student apartments as well as
the Sunrise Café at the Trend in
Wallis Hall were also welcome
developments. These changes
represent the most visible
transformation of Traill College,
Trent’'s downtown campus, into
the university’s Graduate
College.

During the 2008-2009
academic year 16 new students
joined our MA program in
Canadian Studies and
Indigenous Studies, while five
new doctoral students enrolled
in our half of the Trent-Carleton
PhD program in Canadian
Studies. At spring convocation
in June, six Frost Centre
students received their MA
degrees. Three doctoral
students, Molly Blyth, Caroline
Langill, and Rebecca Pollock,
also crossed the podium to
receive their PhDs from Trent’s
Chancellor Roberta Bondar.
We were especially delighted to
see Molly Blyth receive the
2009 Symons Award for
Excellence in Teaching and
Rebecca Pollock receive the
2009 Governor-General’s Gold
Medal for outstanding
performance in graduate
studies. Frost Centre MA

graduate David Hugill also
achieved distinction as the
2009 winner of the new
President’s Medal for
excellence in graduate studies
within the Social Sciences and
Humanities. Frost Centre
faculty members Christopher
Huxley and Sean Kane became
Professors Emeriti at the 2009
convocation, while Bernadine
Dodge was recognized as
University Archivist Emeritus.
Congratulations also go out to
our colleague Stephen Katz
who won the 2009 Trent
University Distinguished
Research Award.

Over 2008-2009 the
Frost Centre welcomed visiting
lunchtime speakers Kirk
Niergarth, Lassi Heininen,
Victor Konrad, Jean Wilson,
and Lynda Mannik. We were
also pleased to co-sponsor a
number of important academic
events including Strengthening
Networks in Canadian Studies,
a national workshop of
Canadian Studies Program
administrators, held at Carleton
University in November;
Imagining Canada: Past,
Present, and Future, the 5"
annual Trent-Carleton Graduate
Student Conference, also held
at Carleton, and Accurate Lies,
Contesting ‘North” Artistic
Nationalism, and Dodging the
Draft: A Symposium on
Canadian Art, which took place
at Trent in February. Frost
Centre faculty and doctoral
students participated in the
Mount Allison University
conference Canadian Studies:
The State of the Artin
February. In November of 2009
the Frost Centre will be hosting
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the first meeting of the new
Canadian Studies Network, in
tandem with the 6" annual
Trent-Carleton Graduate
Student Conference.

Now that my three year
term as Director has come to a
close, | wish to say thank you to
Frost Centre faculty, students,
and especially our
administrative assistant Winnie
Janzen for making these past
years such a rewarding
experience. | also wish to
extend a warm welcome to
Julia Harrison, the Frost
Centre’s incoming Director. For
more information on upcoming
activities at the Frost Centre,
please consult our website,
www.trentu.ca/frostcentre, or
contact us at any time. We
always enjoy hearing from
former students, researchers,
and friends of the Frost Centre.

Prof. Jim Struthers

Director, Frost Centre for
Canadian Studies and
Indigenous Studies



Frost Centre Welcomes
New Director

As of July 2009, Prof. Julia
Harrison will be stepping into
the role of Director of the Frost
Centre for Canadian Studies
and Indigenous Studies. Prof.
Harrison teaches and conducts
research on the nature of the
tourist interaction and
experience, and most recently,
on Ontario cottage culture.
Other research interests
include the politics of
representation of Canadian
Aboriginal cultures in
museums; the history of
Canadian anthropology; and
the culture of non-profit
institutions. She has
supervised graduate students
in the Frost Centre (both MA
and PhD), as well as in
Anthropology and Theory,
Culture and Politics.

Incoming Director's Message

| have to begin by saying thank
you to those who demonstrated
their confidence in me by
recommending my name to the
Graduate Dean as the next Frost
Centre Director, and to all of
those—Frost Centre faculty
members, students, and staff—
who went out of their way to
welcome me more directly once |
actually started the position in
July. I also want to begin by
acknowledging the inspiring role
models that | have in the
previous individuals who have
filled the position of Frost Centre
Director. Most specifically |
would like to recognize all that
Professor Jim Struthers did
during his term as Director. | only
hope that | can leave this
position with as strong and as
positive a legacy as he afforded
me. | want to specifically
mention what a sheer pleasure it
is to work with Winnie Janzen,
whose professionalism, attention
to detail, sensitivity to all of the
complexities that the Frost
Centre engages with on a daily
basis, and unfailing good nature
have made my transition into the
position of Director a most
rewarding experience. | have to
also add that everyone at Traill
College has made me feel most
welcome.

One of the real delights
of taking on this position was to
catch up with so many students,
particularly those in the MA
programme whom | had the
pleasure of teaching in recent
years. It is exciting to see how
their plans have actually
unfolded, producing an
impressive body of research and
publications. As | met with all of
the PhD students in the
programme, | was further

impressed by the high calibre,
energy and commitment to the
field that they each
demonstrated. One of the great
strengths of the Frost Centre is
its clear expression of the
breadth of the work, both at a
theoretical and substantive level,
of what the field of Canadian
Studies encompasses. | had the
pleasure to welcome fourteen
new MA students and four PhD
students into the programme this
year, whose research interests
and backgrounds suggest that
they will build on this impressive
tradition.

During my tenure as
Director | would like to further the
role of the Frost Centre as a
Research Centre, undertake a
curriculum and selected policy
review, and enhance the profile
of the Frost Centre on a national
and international level. |
welcome feedback from Frost
Centre students and faculty
members on any of these
initiatives.

| have put in place an
enthusiastic Speakers
Committee who is busily
preparing a programme of
academic, professional and
career oriented speakers and
workshops that should be of
interest to many in the Frost
Centre. | look forward to seeing
many of you at these events. |
would also like to invite each of
you to pay me a visit. | would
welcome an opportunity to talk to
you about future directions of the
Frost Centre and what | might do
over the next three years to
strengthen our collective vision.

Julia Harrison
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SPOTLIGHT: JOAN SANGSTER

Joan Sangster, former Director of the
Frost Centre, spent the 2008-09
academic year in the United States. In
the fall term, Prof. Sangster was
sponsored by the Institute for
Canadian Studies as the Visiting Pathy
Professor at Princeton University. Joan
taught a course on Gender in North
America for the Department of History,
and also organized a one-day
workshop that was transnational and
comparative, titled Routes of
Radicalism: Political and Social
Movements in Canada and the U.S.
during the Long Sixties. The workshop
drew together American and Canadian
scholars in discussion and debate
about the nature and impact of 1960s
social movements in both countries.

Prof. Sangster spent the second term
as the Fulbright Chair in Canadian
Studies at Duke University, where she
was affiliated with the John Hope
Franklin Centre for Interdisciplinary
and International Studies. The
Canada-U.S. Fulbright Program was
established to identify the best
scholars in each country and to
engage them in educational
exchanges to build overall intellectual
capacity that enhances understanding
between Canada and the United
States.

SPOTLIGHT: BRYAN PALMER

The social and cultural effects resulting
from the tumultuous events of the
1960s is the focus of a new book
published in 2009 by Canada
Research Chair Bryan Palmer.
Canada’s 1960s: The Ironies of Identity
in a Rebellious Era examines the
legacy of this decade’s impact on
contemporary notions of Canadian
identity. Prof. Palmer, former chair of
Trent’'s Canadian Studies Department,
demonstrates through this book how
after massive postwar immigration,
new political movements, and at times
violent protest, Canada could no longer
be viewed in the old ways. National

identity, long rooted in notions of Canada as a white settler Dominion of
the North, marked profoundly by its origins as part of the British Empire,
had become unsettled.

Concerned with how Canadians entered the Sixties relatively secure in
their national (if mythical) identities, Prof. Palmer explores the forces
that contributed to the post-1970 uncertainty about what it is to be
Canadian. Tracing the significance of dissent and upheaval among
youth, trade unionists, university students, Native peoples, and
Québécaois, Prof. Palmer shows how the Sixties ended the entrenched,
nineteenth-century notions of Canada. The irony of this rebellious era,
however, was that while it promised so much in the way of change, it
failed to provide a new understanding of Canadian national identity.

SPOTLIGHT: MEAGHAN BEATON

Frost Centre PhD Candidate Meaghan Beaton is one of the newest
instructors in the Canadian Studies department. In the summer session of
2009, Beaton taught a newly designed course entitled Canadian Studies -
History 4959H: Constructing Modern Canada: Selected Topics on the
Cultural History of Post-War Canada.

Beaton is currently working on her dissertation, ‘Canada’s 1967
Centennial Celebrations: Identity and Commemoration in Nova Scotia,’
under the supervision of Prof. Keith Walden, and recently published an
article in the summer issue of Acadiensis co-authored with Carleton Prof.
Del Muise entitled “The Road to the Isle: The Canso Causeway, Tartan
Tourism, Industrial Development and the Promise of
Progress/Modernization in Cape Breton.”
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Traill College: Home to New Generation of Graduate Students

In some ways, the sights and
sounds of construction have
come to define Traill College
over the past two years. Traill
has seen a shift of focus to
graduate studies, and on to the
students that make the dynamic
graduate programs what they
are. The downtown campus now
boasts a revitalized Trend in
Wallis Hall as a café-style eatery,
new rental housing units for
students, large and airy seminar
rooms, and spacious graduate
student offices. These new
graduate student offices host
students not just from the Frost
Centre’s Canadian Studies and
Indigenous Studies MA and PhD
programs, but other graduate
programs such as the newly
added History program. In the
current scheme, three MA
students share an individual
office, and two PhD students or
candidates share one office. The
Trend offers snacks and meals
on weekdays from morning until
mid-afternoon and it quickly
became a hive of activity with its
launch in the 2008 fall term. This
has been one part of a much
larger re-design at Wallis Hall.
Walllis Hall Apartments
are another new feature in the
reconstruction at Traill College.
There are self-contained one and
two bedroom apartments
available for lease. Each unit
features 3-piece bathrooms with
tubs and on-site laundry facilities
are available to leasing
residents. With affordable

housing an
ongoing
issue for so
many Trent
students,
these
apartments
are sure to
offer a great
option for
Traill
students in
the years to
come.

The new seminar rooms
will host both undergraduate and
graduate seminar classes and
are a welcome addition to the
Traill campus. Seminar space is
always at a premium on both the
Symons and Traill campuses.
Students and faculty alike will
benefit from these new spaces
that are conveniently located and
boast ample space for not only
small seminar groups but larger
groups as well.

Student offices are now
the main feature of the top two
floors in Wallis Hall. Internet
connectivity, both wired and
wireless, networked IP
telephones, new office furniture,
bookshelves, and lockable filing
cabinets are all featured in the
new offices. Areas are available
for limited food preparation and
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are used at all times of the day
by several students. Unlike many
graduate programs, not only in
Ontario, but across the country,
this new setting affords a great
deal of space and more
importantly, an opportunity for
graduate students from multiple
disciplines to come together in a
centralized area that is new,
clean, spacious and conducive to
inspiring intellectual creativity.

In an era of cutbacks
and a reduction to so many
student services across North
America, these changes signal a
continuing effort to make the
graduate student experience that
much better at Trent, and
particularly at Traill College. If
you have not had the opportunity
to see the changes, please stop
by and see them for yourself.
The graduate students will be
more than happy to show off
their new offices, help orient you
if you require it, and join you for
refreshments in the relaxing
atmosphere at the Trend. While
it takes some time for an
overarching graduate student
culture to take root and grow,
with the changes that have been
made to Wallis Hall, this process
is well underway and can only
improve in the years to come.

James Onusko



2008 John Wadland Graduate Scholarship Recipient

The John Wadland Graduate
Scholarship is awarded to an
incoming PhD student in
Canadian Studies, and is named
in honour of Prof. Emeritus John
Wadland, the first appointment
made in Canadian Studies at
Trent University in 1972. This
endowed scholarship honours
the legacy of Prof. Emeritus John
Wadland's unparalleled
contributions to Canadian
Studies, including his pivotal role
in the establishment of the Trent-
Carleton PhD program, his
service as the Director of the
Frost Centre from 1996-2000,
and his many years of editorial
leadership with the Journal of
Canadian Studies.

The 2008 recipient of the
John Wadland Graduate
Scholarship is Adam Guzkowski,
whose research is in the area of
Canadian identity, literature and
cultural analysis; his dissertation
will focus on analyzing the figure
of the alien in contemporary
English Canadian science fiction
literature, situating fictional
depictions of gendered,
sexualized and racialized
otherness in the context of
Canadian politics, history and
culture. Guzkowski has a BA in

Cultural Studies from Trent

University and a Masters in Adult

Education from the Ontario
Institute for Studies in Education
at the University of Toronto. His
focus during his Masters work
was on narrative, identity, and
critical pedagogy, and his MRP
was entitled ‘The Light Before
Dawn: Wilderness Experiences,
Ecological Identity, and
Transformative Learning.’

Prior to returning to
graduate school to pursue his
PhD, Adam Guzkowski taught at,
and later took on coordinating,
leadership, environmental and
outdoor education programs at
four different conservation field
centres. He has served on the
editorial board of Pathways: The
Ontario Journal of Outdoor
Education, and on the faculty of
the Ecotourism and Adventure
Tourism Management
postgraduate certificate program
at Sir Sandford Fleming College
in Haliburton, Ontario.
Guzkowski also facilitated
collaboration between
community organizations,
faculty, and students as a
Projects Coordinator at the Trent
Centre for Community-Based
Education.

SPOTLIGHT:
VERONICA HOLLINGER

Prof. Veronica Hollinger, Past Chair of
the Cultural Studies Program and past
Director of Trent's MA Program in
Theory, Culture and Politics, presented
two keynote lectures on two different
continents during the 2008-09
academic year. In November 2008,
she delivered a keynote lecture
entitled ‘Technologies of Enchantment:
Figures of Wonder in Cyberfiction’ in
Hong Kong, China at the
Technovisuality and Cultural
Reenchantment Conference, while in
May 2009 she was in Lublin, Poland to
speak on the topic of ‘The
Technological Singularity and the
Posthuman Subject’ at the
Posthumanities Symposium: New
Bodies and New Minds in
Contemporary Literature.

2008 also saw the release of Queer
Universes: Sexualities in Science
Fiction, a collection published by
Liverpool University Press, and co-
edited by Profs. Veronica Hollinger,
Wendy Gay Pearson of the University
of Western Ontario and Joan Gordon
of Nassau Community College. The
essays in this collection investigate
both contemporary and historical
practices of representing sexualities
and genders in science fiction
literature.
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New Bondar Fellow Announced

Dr. Scott Heyes, a
lecturer in Landscape
Architecture from the University
of Melbourne in Australia and
Northern Indigenous researcher,
will be the 2010 Roberta Bondar
Postdoctoral Fellow in Northern
and Polar Studies, based at the
Frost Centre. Dr. Heyes, who
holds a PhD in Geography from
McGill University, has been
conducting research on
Indigenous conceptions of
landscape for nearly a decade,
including fieldwork with the Inuit
of Arctic Quebec.

In his current research,
Dr. Heyes is developing a
dictionary of sea-ice terms for an
Inuit community as part of a
knowledge preservation project,
and is investigating how
Aborigines in Southern Australia
have historically modified the
land to facilitate fishery
enterprises. He is also
investigating how Inuit have
been involved in the design and

determination of Arctic parks
in Northern Quebec.

Dr. Heyes will arrive at
Trent on February 1, 2010 to
begin one-year residency,
during which he will teach an
undergraduate course at the
University and deliver two
public lectures. During his time
at Trent as the Bondar Fellow,
he plans to pursue studies of
Inuit conceptions of the land
and sea, and Inuit's sense of
attachment to the environment
in the face of changing social
and physical settings.

The Roberta Bondar
Fellowship in Northern and
Polar Studies is a postdoctoral
teaching and research award
initiated in 2008; the inaugural
fellow was Dr. Derek Mueller,
Trent alumnus and renowned
polar scientist, whose
research concerns the impact
of climate change on Arctic
and Antarctic microbial
ecosystems.

SPOTLIGHT: KATELYN FRIENDSHIP

In September 2008, Frost Centre MA
Candidate Katelyn Friendship won the best
student poster award for her research project
entitled ‘Contaminants, Health and Effective
Risk Assessment and Communication in the
Circumpolar North’ during the 16th Annual
Northern Contaminants Program Results
Workshop in Yellowknife, NWT, which was
also attended by Frost Centre faculty
members Chris Furgal and Tom Hutchinson.

Friendship’s MA research, involving case studies in circumpolar
communities, focuses specifically on the topic of the perceptions,
assessment and communication of benefits and risks associated
with food safety and exposure to long-range transport
contaminants through traditional diet. Her work is predicated upon
the belief that with a better understanding of Northern Indigenous
risk perceptions related to environmental health issues, her
research will be able to contribute to creating a more holistic and
complete process of environmental health benefit-risk
management, which may be more applicable or appropriate in
Indigenous communities in the North.

SPOTLIGHT: STEPHEN BOCKING

The 2008-09 academic year was an
active one for Stephen Bocking’'s
research on Canadian environmental
history and environmental policy. An
article on the topic of the history and
social relations of science in northern
Canada, entitled “A Disciplined
Geography: Aviation, Science, and the
Cold War in Northern Canada, 1945-
1960,” was published in the journal
Technology and Culture, while a chapter
in an edited collection entitled
“Indigenous Knowledge and the History of
Science, Race, and Colonial Authority in
Northern Canada,” is forthcoming.

Prof. Bocking also delivered papers at
conferences in Nanaimo, Paris, and
Barcelona in connection with his field
research in British Columbia on the
history and contemporary politics of
salmon farming (a project supported by
SSHRC and Genome British Columbia).
Closer to home, Prof. Bocking, in
collaboration with Barbara Znamirowski of
the Maps, Data, and Government
Publications Unit of Bata Library, began
construction of a web-based atlas of
regional environmental history, focusing
on South-Central Ontario, a project
supported by funding from the Network in
Canadian History and Environment.

The spring of 2009 also brought word of
Prof. Bocking having received significant
funding from the SSHRC strategic
environmental research initiative, for a
study of biodiversity policy and
conservation in Southern Ontario. In
future years this funding should provide
support for several students undertaking
projects relating to the study of
environmental policy and history at Trent.
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Convocation 2009

SPOTLIGHT: MOLLY BLYTH

Convocation 2009 had Frost Centre PhD candidate Molly Blyth
processing not once, but twice. In addition to convocating with
her PhD in Canadian Studies, Blyth was also presented with the
2009 Symons Award for Excellence in Teaching.

Professor Molly Blyth started teaching at Trent on a contract
basis in 1986. Since then she has been affiliated with a number
of departments, including Canadian Studies, Cultural Studies,
English Literature and Indigenous Studies. The Symons Award
for Excellence in Teaching recognizes Prof. Blyth for her
teaching, mentoring and support of students across the
University.

Established in 1976, the Symons Award for Excellence in
Teaching is Trent’'s most distinguished teaching honour. The
award is presented annually to a faculty or staff member who
displays exemplary teaching, as well as exemplary concern for
students.

SPOTLIGHT:
CAROLINE LANGILL

Shifting Polarities: Exemplary
Works of Canadian Electronic
Media Art Produced Between
1970 and 1991, a project by
2009 Frost Centre PhD
graduate Caroline Langill,
launched recently on the
website of the Daniel Langlois
Foundation. Langill, who is now
an Assistant Professor at the
Faculty of Art and Faculty of
Liberal Studies at the Ontario
College of Art & Design, was a
researcher in residence at the
Daniel Langlois Foundation in
2006.

The online publication features
nearly 20 extensive interviews
with some of the most important
artists of that period, including
Max Dean, Vera Frenkel,
OCAD alumni David Rokeby
and Michael Snow, Nell
Tenhaaf, former OCAD faculty
member Norman White, and
many others. Shifting Polarities
can be found on the
‘Publications’ page of the Daniel
Langlois Foundation website
(www.foundation-langlois.org).
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SPOTLIGHT: STEPHEN KATZ

In recognition of his outstanding
achievements in research and
scholarship, Prof. Stephen Katz was
presented with the Distinguished
Research Award at Convocation
2009. Described as one of the
leading thinkers in the field of
gerontology, Prof. Stephen Katz is
renowned the world over for his
significant theoretical and
methodological contributions to the
global sociology of aging. Central to
his research is the heterogeneous
and indeterminate nature of the
aging process, a concept that
embraces the complexity of old age
and has literally reshaped
advancing scholarship in this field.

In addition to writing numerous
articles on aging, he has authored
two landmark books on the subject:
Disciplining Old Age: The Formation
of Gerontological Knowledge and
Cultural Aging: Life Course,
Lifestyle, and Senior Worlds. His
research is credited with expanding
the horizon of aging studies,
providing the intellectual and
narrative resources for other
gerontologists to examine the
critical linkages between the
experience of aging, social
processes and power structures.

In addition to his research work,
Prof. Katz has participated actively
in Trent’s academic life, acting as
Chair of the Sociology Department,
and serving on numerous
University, college and Frost Centre
committees. Colleagues and
students alike describe him as a
gifted teacher and inspiring mentor.

SPOTLIGHT: REBECCA POLLOCK

In addition to convocating with a PhD in Canadian Studies, Rebecca
Pollock also received another honour on the podium at Convocation
2009: the Governor General's Gold Medal, awarded to the student with
the highest academic standing on graduation in the Master’s and
Doctoral degree programs.

During her time at Trent, her PhD research was focused on the United
Nations Environmental Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)
world biosphere reserves. Her innovative work in this area also earned
her the prestigious Trudeau Foundation Scholarship from the Pierre
Elliot Trudeau Foundation, which aims to promote outstanding research
in the humanities and social sciences and fosters dialogue between
scholars and policymakers.
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Conferences

Trent-Carleton Graduate
Student Conference 2008

Imagining Canada: Past, Present
and Future, the 5™ annual Trent-
Carleton Graduate Student
Conference, took place on
Thursday, November 20, 2008 at
Carleton University. The day was
very well-attended, and offered
an array of papers and
discussions related to historical
and contemporary perspectives
on a variety of approaches to
projects in Canadian Studies.
The keynote address, entitled
‘Let Franklin Sleep: The Past,
Present and Future of Northern
Studies,” was delivered by Dr.
Renée Hulan, author of Northern
Experience and the Myths of
Canadian Culture (2002), editor
of Native North America: Critical
and Cultural Perspectives (1999)
and co-editor with Renate
Eigenbrod of Aboriginal Oral
Traditions: Theory, Practice,
Ethics (2008).

A number of Frost
Centre students, past and
present, also presented papers
in Ottawa. Patricia Life, Frost
Centre MA graduate and PhD
student at the University of
Ottawa, presented ‘Canadian
Culture Aging: Resisting the
Binary of Progress and Decline.’
Current Frost Centre MA
students Georgia Carley and
Patrick Scott presented papers
respectively entitled ‘How has
Colonialism Shaped Canadian
Identity?’ and ‘Creating Dying
Canadians: The Spatial
Representation of the Ideal
Subject at the Canadian War
Museum.’” Shaunacy King, Frost
Centre PhD student, presented
‘Bert Niosi — Canada’s ‘King of
Swing’: Issues of
Commemoration.’

Canadian Studies: the State of
the Art

From February 13-15, 2009, we
attended Mount Allison
University’s Canadian Studies:
The State of the Art Conference
in Sackville, New Brunswick. The
conference was an exciting
opportunity for Canadianists to
come together to explore the
current state and future
trajectories of interdisciplinary
research, teaching and
publication in the field of
Canadian Studies.

The conference began
with an engaging opening
address given by Globe and Mail
columnist John Ibbitson entitled
‘Open and Shut: Barack Obama,
Stephen Harper and the Decline
of Canadian Democracy,” which
offered interesting insights into
the challenges facing Canadian
democracy and what Canadians
can gain by adopting electoral
reform modeled on aspects of
the American system. We also
had the opportunity to hear from
other exciting guest speakers in
the following days of the
conference, including Member of
Parliament Hon. Ken Dryden,
PC, who expressed his hopes for
a revitalized Canadian civic
democracy, and from Canadian
novelist Alistair MacLeod, who
gave a well-attended public
reading from his novel No Great
Mischief.

We had the opportunity,
along with Carleton Studies PhD
students Mihaela Vieru and
Peter Thompson, to speak on a
panel addressing graduate
perspectives on Canadian
Studies. It was a chance for us to
speak about the challenges and
benefits that go along with doing
an interdisciplinary degree in the
country’s only Canadian Studies
PhD program. The panel was an
exciting opportunity to for us to
reflect on the Trent-Carleton
program, and suggest possible
future directions, such as adding
a greater focus on Canada in the

international context in course
work, greater student
involvement in the Journal of
Canadian Studies, and an
increased focus on getting
students involved in public policy
work.

In the final session of the
conference the importance of
networking in Canadian Studies
was discussed. Building on plans
established at a meeting at
Carleton University in November
2008, it was emphasized that the
Network of Canadian Studies
should be an organization that
helps foster an intellectual
community that works in the
interests of faculty, students and
researchers involved in
Canadian Studies programs at
the post-secondary level.
Participants expressed a desire
for the organization to
communicate to members and
establish international
connections. Further, concrete
plans were made for annual
Conferences that will bring
members of the Network
together, beginning with Trent
University as host in 2009.

As graduate students in
the Trent-Carleton PhD program,
we were struck by the welcoming
and inclusive nature of the
Conference. In particular, we felt
that many Canadianists looked
to us — and our peers in the
program — for creative ideas for
the future, and input on a variety
of issues. It was made clear that
we are the “next generation” of
Canadianists in the continuing
Canadian Studies project. This
excited us, as we were engaged
and included by senior scholars
throughout the course of the
event. This excitement from the
Conference at Mount Allison
continues to motivate and shape
our own work, and our
participation in the Canadian
Studies project.

Amy Twomey and
Sarah McDougall
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Three Days in Bloomington, IN

In March 2009, | presented at the
International Interdisciplinary
Graduate Student Conference
Transmission -> Translation ->
Relocation, hosted by the
Department of English at Indiana
University-Bloomington. Over the
course of this annual
conference’s three days,
approximately 66 papers were
presented, on topics including
Bleak House, feminist
translation, and Ivorian popular
music.

The paper | presented
was entitled ‘Perceptive
Portraits: British Perception and
Eighteenth-Century English
Portraits of Indigenous North
American Diplomats.’ In this
paper, | presented an analysis of
nine formal portraits, painted in
England, of members of five
different delegations of
Indigenous North Americans who
traveled to England for reasons
of international treaties, trade
and alliance. Compared one to
another, these portraits
demonstrate a remarkable
continuity in the formal depiction
of Indigenous diplomats to
England in the eighteenth
century. This observation is
startling considering the
historiographic emphasis on
definitive change in all aspects of
personal, political, national and
international life in Britain during
the eighteenth century. My
analysis of these portraits
suggests that in the very
particular context of British
diplomatic relations, involving a
limited, wealthy and
governmental section of British
society, Indigenous individuals
recognized as diplomats were
perceived differently from
Indigenous people encountered
in other realms, such as in public
print culture.

Georgia Carley

Forays into the Fantastic

In the summer of 2008, |
attended the Congress of the
Humanities and Social Sciences
in Vancouver, British Columbia,
and presented a paper with the
Canadian Comparative Literature
Association entitled ‘Is This My
Skin Been Hungry For? The
Transgression of Boundaries in
the Work of Hiromi Goto and
Nalo Hopkinson.” In March of
2009, | presented ‘Waves of
Witchcraft: Generations of Magic
and Feminism in Contemporary
Fantasy’ at the International
Conference on the Fantastic in
the Arts in Orlando, Florida,
while in June of 2009, |
presented ‘Can the Witch
Speak? The Supernatural
Subaltern in Kelley Armstrong’s
Otherworld’ at the Academic
Conference on Canadian
Science Fiction and Fantasy in
Toronto, Ontario.

| have also had two
pieces accepted for publication.
The forthcoming collection
Queering the Fantastic, edited by
Robin Anne Reid and Jes Battis,
will feature my chapter on the
topic of theorizing spatiality and
sexuality, entitled “Cities in Flux:
Contemporary Fantasy and the
Queering of the Urban
Landscape.” A short piece
entitled “Kinking SF,” on the topic
of SF’s history of, and potential
for, exploring the boundaries of
sexual morality, is also
forthcoming in the special issue
on sexuality and SF being
published by the journal Science
Fiction Studies.

Adam Guzkowski
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Explorations in Improvisation
and Education

| attended two conferences over
the last academic year. The first,
held in Vancouver at the
University of British Columbia in
January 2009, was the national
conference Power Play:
Improvisation and Sport,
organized as part of a cultural
Olympiad leading up to
Vancouver’s hosting of the
Olympics in Winter 2010.

The paper | presented was
entitled ‘Present! Committing to
the Moment: Sports, Improv. and
Indigenous Education.” Using the
framework of the Canadian
Improv. Games oath, my
presentation, previously done at
Trent University’s own
Indigenous Research
Symposium, highlighted several
areas in which theatrical
improvisation, traditional forms of
Indigenous education, and sports
methodologies intersect. These
intersections include, but are not
limited to, sensory awareness,
commitment to the moment (or a
need for presence), and
cooperation (group functioning,
community).

The second conference
that | attended was the 5" World
Environmental Education
Congress, held in Montreal from
May 10-14" 2009, which hosted
over 1,200 scholars, educators,
students, community workers,
and other individuals invested in
the field of environmental
education. | presented a paper
entitled ‘Thinking the Highest
Thought: Theatrical Expression
and Indigenous Education,’
which had much crossover with
the paper presented in
Vancouver (and thus benefited
from previous feedback), but did
not address the co-relation with
sports methodologies.

Julia Lane



Recently Defended
PhD Dissertations

‘Tricky Stories are the Cure’ :
Contemporary Indigenous
Writing in Canada

Molly Blyth

Advisor: Allan Ryan

My dissertation begins by
addressing the question of what
methodology is the most
appropriate for reading a
selection of contemporary
Indigenous poetry and fiction in
Canada. In my review of the
most influential literary critical
approaches today, | find that
none other than the postmodern
and bi-cultural trickster
hermeneutics of the Native
American theorist, Gerald
Vizenor, adequately recognizes
the cultural differences of
Indigenous literatures while also
respecting their hybrid textuality.
As a result, | engage with
Vizenor’s trickster hermeneutics
in my reading of Eden
Robinson’s Monkey Beach and
Joseph Boyden's Three Day
Road; of poetry by Maria
Campbell, Louise Halfe, Armand
Ruffo, Wayne Keon, Kateri
Akiwenzie-Damm, Gregory
Scofield, Annharte, Beth
Cuthand and Marilyn Dumont;
and of the short fiction of Beth
Brant, Thomas King and Tomson
Highway. | argue in my analysis
of these texts that Vizenor's bi-
cultural ‘tribal postmodernism’
best foregrounds and celebrates
their multi-vocal, fragmented and
contradictory character while
also honouring contemporary
mixed-blood, border crossing,
Indigenous subjectivities. As
such, | find that these texts act
as powerful tools of
decolonization and agree with
Vizenor’s position that “tricky
stories are the cure.”

Shifting Polarities: Canadian
Electronic Media Art and
Institutional Space, 1970 -1990
Caroline Langill

Advisor: Veronica Hollinger

The interdisciplinary nature of
new media art, or electronic
media art, has proved perplexing
for curators and art historians,
evidenced by the dearth of
literature about new media art
from the generative period 1970-
1990. Exclusion of electronic
media artworks from the
museum in the early days of art
and technology can be traced to
longer historical imperatives that
suggest systemic and structural
antecedents. This project
addresses the absence of
electronic media art from the
Canadian art historical canon,
through qualitative investigation
of electronic media artists, and
their artworks, produced during
the analogue to digital cultural
shift. The dissertation tracks the
history of electronic media art in
Canada through modes of artistic
production, namely performance,
interactivity, and screen-based
new media artworks. A canon of
Canadian electronic media
artwork is theorized and explored
by naming and analyzing works
of art that are exemplary in terms
of the innovation at the time of
production, their influence on the
burgeoning new media art
community, and their revised art
historical relevance.

The Role of U NESCO
Biosphere Reserves in
Governance for Sustainability:
Selected Cases from Canada
Rebecca Pollock

Advisor: Robert Paehlke

Designated by the United
Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO), biosphere reserves
are seen as models for
community-based sustainable
development. They are
geographic areas that contain
globally unique ecosystems and

encourage communities to
integrate biodiversity
conservation with sustainable
development. Sustainability
requires a variety of innovative
governance models and
approaches. This research
explores the roles of UNESCO
biosphere reverses — both as
models and as multi-stakeholder
organizations — in governance
for sustainability. As a grounded
study, the research methods are
iterative and include a literature
review, qualitative interviews,
extensive participant
observation, and comparative
analysis of three cases from
Canada. The experiences of
Long Point Biosphere Reserve
(1986), the Frontenac Arch
Biosphere Reserve (2002), and
the Georgian Bay Littoral
Biosphere Reserve (2004) are
used to illustrate the application
of the UNESCO model and to
provide insights into the role of
civil society organizations in
governance. A conceptual
framework is devised to guide
case study analysis in terms of
ethical (integrative), procedural
(collaborative), and structural
(network) governance potential
of biosphere reserve
organizations to enhance
sustainability initiatives. The
results suggest that to play an
effective role in governance,
biosphere reserve groups must
navigate complex jurisdictional
layers and other organizational
and institutional players in order
to establish unifying frameworks
that fulfil the functions of
biosphere reserves. The case
studies show that biosphere
reserves have the potential to
play a number of unique roles.
These include building
governance capacity by
brokering collaborative cross-
scale governance arrangements
and facilitating informal
governance networks by
providing coordination and
communication. However, the
research also suggests that
biosphere reserves could expand
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their governance influence by
building their own organizational
capacity, engaging governments
at all levels, and exercising
greater leadership in terms of
articulating a shared vision from
sustainable community
development and enabling it,
through multi-stakeholder
collaboration. These findings are
meant to contribute toward
theories of environmental
governance, to inform the
management of UNESCO
biosphere reserves, and to share
insights with other communities
and sustainability-oriented
agencies and organizations.

MA Theses

A Rural Renaissance:

Working towards a

Sustainable Community -Based
Food System in the Kawartha
Bioregion of Ontario, Canada
Aimee Agnes Blyth

Advisor: John Wadland

The way that most food is
currently produced is
unsustainable. Based on
interviews with farmers living
near Peterborough, Ontario this
thesis looks at how small-scale,
ecological farmers are making
their farms viable and how they
are learning the skills to
successfully manage them.
Farmers are staying viable by
using direct marketing strategies,
by using low-input and
appropriate technologies and by
adopting lifestyles that affect
farm viability. We are facing a
farm succession crisis, but there
are ways to address it. This
thesis examines some of the
ways that farmers are creating
new ways to learn and
developing new opportunities for
intergenerational knowledge
transfer. Many farmers are
learning through training, from
experience, from other farmers,
and by working with community
groups. In order to encourage a
sustainable community-based
food system in the Kawarthas,

these farmers need to be
supported through the
development of new local food
markets, the creation of more
opportunities for new farmers,
and by facilitating the transfer of
agricultural knowledge.

Beyond Good Intentions:
Critical Race Theory and the
Role of Non -Indigenous Allies
Tim Brubacher

Advisor: David Newhouse

The discourse on
Indigenous/non-Indigenous
relations in Canada focuses
largely on oppressive historical
or current state relations.
However, very little is written
about historical and present day
non-Indigenous allies. This paper
begins by examining the efforts
of historical allies. It argues that
a simplistic ‘racist but well-
meaning’ understanding is not
sufficient. Rather by borrowing
from critical race theory it
becomes possible to understand
the false empathy that was at
work in these efforts. Current
non-Indigenous allies and
resources that they have
produced are investigated to
determine what they view as
important aspects of being a
successful ally as well as what
efforts they are currently
undertaking. Although the study
was limited in size, non-
Indigenous individuals that
addressed the present day
power and privilege that non-
Indigenous individuals continue
to possess at the expense of
Indigenous peoples were
curiously absent. Utilizing
concepts from critical race
theory, this paper argues that
non-Indigenous allies should
emphasize the need to
understand false empathy and
non-Indigenous privilege in their
solidarity efforts.
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Stories of Microcredit: A Case
Study of the Saint John
Community Loan Fund and
PARO Centre for Women's
Enterprise

Erin Clow

Advisor: Colleen O’Manique

Using a comparative case study
method, this thesis examines the
Canadian microcredit
organizations, PARO Centre for
Women's Enterprise and the
Saint John Community Loan
Fund. Twenty semi-structured
interviews with staff and clients
from each organization were
conducted to examine the
structure and impact of the
organizations' services on
clients' lives. Interview data was
combined with existing data on
both organizations as well as
contextual information on the
economic climate and existence
of poverty within Thunder Bay,
Ontario and Saint John, New
Brunswick to suggest that PARO
and the Loan Fund, although
structured differently, both
function as effective poverty
reduction strategies for their
clients. While it is difficult to state
unequivocally the effectiveness
of these organizations, material
from interviews with female
clients at both PARO and the
Saint John Community Loan
Fund suggests that membership
in these organization has made a
positive impact on their lives in
relation to poverty alleviation.

Settling Pasts and Settling
Futures: Ne gotiating
Narratives of Nation at the 4th
Line Theatre Production
Company

Stacy Douglas

Advisor: Davina Bhandar

The 4th Line Theatre Production
Company was established in
1992 by Robert Winslow on his
family farm just outside of
Millbrook, Ontario. The company,
popular for its presentation of
outdoor theatre in the barns and



the fields of this rural setting, has
a stated mandate to "preserve
and promote our Canadian
cultural heritage through the
development and presentation of
regionally based,
environmentally staged historical
dramas"” (4th Line Theatre
Website). As of August 2008,
the company has produced
thirty-six shows predominantly
written by Winslow and staged
with casts and crews from
Millbrook, Peterborough, and
Toronto (4th Line Theatre
Website).

This project investigates
the 4th Line Theatre Company's
contribution to the popular
conception of local histories and
how the reproduced narratives
promote and perpetuate
dominant ideologies of
nationhood. To this end, this
project analyzes the 4th Line
Theatre as a cultural institution
and as such does not specifically
take up the theatricality of the
productions. Although the
scripts from the 2006 season are
closely examined, a detailed
performance analysis is not
included herein. Utilizing
materials from the company's
2006 season, this thesis
provides analyses of the play
texts, the theatre company's
promotional material, and the
physical space of the theatre.
This analysis is used to make the
case that the 4th Line "cultivates”
a settler community as its
audience. This project focuses
on the specific practices of
settler identity-making that take
place at the 4th Line and how
these practices align with a
broader state-endorsed ideology
of Canadian identity.

Rediscovering and
Re-imagining Indigenous
Environmental Education
Outdoors

Maggie Embury

Advisor: Neal McLeod

Many Indigenous educators are
discussing a newly emergent
story of Aboriginal education,
one which has been re-imagined
as a result of a complex history
of socio-political oppression,
resistance and resurgence. This
thesis explores the pedagogical
value of Ghost River
Rediscovery (GRR), a cultural
camp for Aboriginal and non-
aboriginal youth living in and
near Calgary, Alberta. Located in
the Rockies on Nakoda Stoney
traditional territory, GRR
programs borrow principles and
pedagogies from Indigenous
nations across Canada. | travel
through Aboriginal education
scholarship guided by the
principal question: How can
cultural camp programs such as
those offered by Ghost River
Rediscovery contribute to the re-
imagining of Aboriginal
education?

Ghost River Rediscovery
and cultural camps of a similar
nature provide a modern outlet
for re-imagining how human
beings fit into the extraordinary
scope of natural creation. This
camp explores alternative
approaches that reinforce
traditional Aboriginal pedagogy,
and contributes to a burgeoning
field of Indigenous environmental
education. By exploring the
historical course of Aboriginal
education, | place Ghost River
Rediscovery into the broader
context of this field. | argue that
these educational spaces
contribute to the betterment of
both Aboriginal and non-
aboriginal youth by strengthening
identity, cross-cultural
understanding and relationships
to the land.

What the Thunder Didn’'t Say:
Excavating Silence at the Trial
of Robert Pickton

David Hugill

Advisor: Gillian Balfour

More than sixty women
disappeared from the streets of
Vancouver's Downtown Eastside
between 1978 and 2001. This
study examines newspaper
coverage of the arrest and trial of
Robert Pickton, the man accused
(and on six counts convicted) of
murdering 26 of those women,
all sex workers who worked on
the neighbourhood’s strolls. |
consider the analyses provided
by the Toronto Star, the Globe
and Mail and the National Post
and argue that they were
instrumental in demonstrating
that a consideration of the serial
killer himself was entirely
inadequate to explain what had
happened in the Downtown
Eastside. Their narratives
established police negligence,
the social dislocation of street-
involved women and the
particular perils of living in the
Downtown Eastside as core
themes of the story. Yet by
scrutinizing the definitions
provided by these newspapers, |
demonstrate that the dominant
themes that emerge from their
coverage provide explanations
which insufficiently consider the
range of instruments and
assumptions which operated to
imperil the women that
disappeared. | argue that the
coverage effectively reduces the
case to a series of contingencies
and camouflages the functioning
of cultural and structural systems
of domination. It offers, |
contend, a series of coherent
explanations that hold particular
individuals and practices
accountable but largely omit,
conceal, or erase altogether the
broader socio-political context
that rendered those practices
possible.

| elaborate this
contention in four core
arguments, each of which
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corresponds to a chapter of this
project. In the first substantive
chapter | argue that the
coverage’s focus on police
negligence provides a
compelling way to understand
how more than sixty women
could disappear. But by
overemphasizing this
explanation, | suggest, the
state’s role in the crisis is limited
to personal and bureaucratic
failure and broader
considerations of its culpability
are effectively minimized. The
next chapter extends this
analysis by looking carefully at
three core ways that the state
itself might be implicated in
violence. Here, | look carefully at
the relationship between the
crisis and the retrenchment of
state systems of social solidarity,
the ongoing effects of colonial
violence and the criminal
regulation of prostitution. The
following chapter examines how
the coverage operates to
establish street-involved sex
workers as morally and socially
distinct from other women and
argues that such renderings
operate to make their presence
in the ‘dangerous’ inner-city
understandable, an important
discursive move that helps
rationalize and explain the
violence committed against
them. The final chapter argues
that the neighbourhood itself is
produced as a space of chaos
and criminality. | challenge such
renderings by demonstrating
how particular economic and
political patterns have operated
to isolate the Downtown Eastside
from other city spaces and to
concentrate particular social
phenomena there. The thread
that courses through all of these
chapters is an attempt to reveal
that the coverage’s prevailing
explanations are ‘ideological,’
inadequate and incomplete.

Completely Normal Chaos:
The Kashechewan Crisis and
Public Normalization of Risk
on Indigenous Reservations
Amanda Louise Jendrick
Advisor: David Holdsworth

Many crises in Aboriginal
communities are ignored. This
thesis explores how the public
majority may associate
Indigenous reservations with
disorder, chaos and, illness. By
framing issues within Michel
Foucault’s theory of
normalization, | argue that crisis
has become normalized on
Indigenous reservations causing
political leaders to deem such
crises as unfortunate but
irreversible. My central research
lies in illustrating how crisis has
been normalized in marginalized
communities and the adverse
effects such normalization can
have on recovery. Using the
ongoing crisis in Kashechewan,
ON as a case study, | utilize
methods of media analysis,
semi-directed interviews,
government documents and,
political and cultural theory to
explore normalizations of risk
and their effects in the midst of
disaster. My studies show that
through repetition of negative
norms, little action is taken
against disaster on Indigenous
lands and that both Aboriginal
and Western cultures are
deprived of social tools to
facilitate recovery.

Decline and Progress: The
Portrayal of Age in Fiction by
Mordecai Richler and
Robertson Davies

Patricia Life

Advisor: Stephen Katz

This interdisciplinary thesis
combines the fields of literary
criticism and Age Studies in
order to offer an analysis of the
novels Barney’s Version (1997)
by Mordecai Richler and The
Cunning Man (1994) by
Robertson Davies. | position the

novels as illustrations of
Margaret Marganroth Gullette’s
and Kathleen Woodward'’s
theories in regard to progress-
and-decline narratives and in
regard to the multiplicity and
fluidity of human identity. The
novels counter the ideology of
“positive aging” and their “little
narratives” resist the cultural
“grand narrative” which depicts
age by means of an either/or
progress/decline binary. The
novels offer an alternative
“version” which depicts aging as
the negotiation, across the entire
life course, of a maze of
intersecting decline and
progress. | argue that age-
related expectations influence
the interpretation of texts and
that aging people’s attitudes
towards themselves and others
may be inaccessible, masked
beneath apparent narratives of
progress and/or decline.

Indigeni zing Africans —
Disappearing Indians:
Black/Mi’kmaq Relations in
Nova Scotia

Paula C. Madden
Supervisor: John Wadland

This thesis explores the
relationship between the self-
named “indigenous black”
community and the Mi’kmagq
communities of Nova Scotia. The
Nova Scotia Human Rights
Commission serves as a site of
inquiry. It is interested in
exploring and understanding the
idea of “indigenous blackness” in
Mikmaki. It examines the role
and meaning of human rights
declarations and legislation
within the racial state. David
Theo Goldberg’s conception and
articulation of the racial state
serves as the major theoretical
foundation underpinning this
project.

We learn that the
relationship between black and
Mi’kmaq people in Nova Scotia is
complex. While in some
instances they shared a common
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ancestry, racism and racial
violence had negative effects on
their relationship. Government
intervention through human
rights legislation including the
creation of the Nova Scotia
Human Rights Commission was
inadequate and fixed them as
“other” while doing little to
change their material reality.

From Topography to
Technology: An
Interdisciplinary Exploration of
Downsview Park’s Heritage
Kathryn McLeod

Advisor: Sue Wurtele

Downsview Park, located in
Toronto, Ontario is a 572 acre
site, deliberately set aside by the
federal government with the
intention that it be shaped into
Canada’s first urban park on a
national scale. This vast site has
had many identities over time. It
has been a portion of the territory
of various Aboriginal groups; a
place of European settlement
and agriculture; a place of
industry and aviation; a site of
military activities; and prior to
any human influence, a place
formed by the processes and
activities of nature. As such,
Downsview Park encompasses a
complex contemporary physical
landscape upon which one finds
many indicators of its past
identities.

Influenced by temporal
and spatial concepts of heritage,
and closely related theories of
landscape and place rooted in
the discipline of geography, this
thesis takes an interdisciplinary
approach to the investigation of
what constitutes Downsview
Partk’s heritage and how this
heritage is relevant to future
initiatives in park development.
Drawing on a combination of
methodological approaches it is
structured such that it takes the
form of four in-depth thematic
heritage investigations which in
turn produce four conceptual
heritage landscapes for the

reader to explore. To produce
each heritage landscape in a
manner most appropriate to its
given theme, a combination of
methodological techniques are
utilized including: library and
archival research; primary
analysis of heritage-related
policies at all levels of
government; personal
correspondence with key
government and Park officials;
the building of relationships with
interested individuals, local
historical societies, and heritage-
related organizations; and, in
certain cases, semi-structured
interviews with key informants.

This in-depth exploration
of the Park’s natural, Aboriginal,
settler, and industrial and
aviation heritage reveals that the
place that is now Downsview
Park possesses a rich heritage
comprised of its multiple
identities over time, and that
these past identities have an
important role to play in the site’s
ideal future as a park of national
significance. Whether these
identities will ultimately do so,
relies on a complex intersection
of politics, economics,
development, and imagination,
all of which play out upon the
Downsview Park site, thus
revealing that a place’s heritage
is as much about its present and
future, as its past.

Understanding Children’s Aid:
Meaning and Practice in
Ontario Children’s Aid
Societies, 1893 — 1912
Michael Reid

Advisor: Jim Struthers

In 1893, the Ontario government
granted Children’s Aid Societies
(CASS) the authority to
‘apprehend without warrant’ any
child they deemed to be
neglected or dependent. This
thesis explores the meaning that
CAS work held for the people
who performed it, and the
relationship between that
meaning and the actual practice
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of the work. The argument is
based on research in the
archives of three CASs - those of
Ottawa, Brantford, and Belleville
- from 1893 to 1912. CAS
advocates and leaders in this
earliest period referred to their
work as ‘child saving,” and they
depicted it as a manly, moral
enterprise, centered around the
dramatic, conclusive rescue of
imperilled children from evil
surroundings. They believed that
children who lived in poverty,
vice, and crime would grow up to
be threats to Canada’s national
destiny unless they were
rescued and raised to become
respectable citizens. Rather than
raising such children themselves
in an institutional setting, CASs
sought to place them in private
foster homes, where the child
savers expected that kindly,
Christian people would give them
a natural, moral upbringing.
However, foster parents and
children themselves had very
different interests in, and
interpretations of, the foster care
system; thus its practice, like
much of CAS work, rarely met
the child savers’ ideals.

Voices From the North:
Women'’s Experiences with
Housing and Homelessness in
the City of Greater Sudbury,
Ontario

Natalie Waldbrook

Advisor: Sue Wurtele

Within the growing volume of
literature on women'’s poverty
and homelessness, women'’s
experiences in Northern
communities in Canada have not
been well-documented. In this
thesis, women'’s experiences
with poverty, housing access and
homelessness are explored
using a case study in Sudbury, a
regional urban centre located in
Northeastern Ontario. In the
context of neoliberal economic
and social restructuring, the
declining vacancy rate and
increasing levels of poverty in



Sudbury have complicated
women’s access to housing and
social service delivery since the
late 1990s.

This thesis uses
intersectionality and a
combination of theories and
concepts from disciplines of
feminist geography, women'’s
studies and social geography to
examine the research problem.
The first phase of research
analyzes the intersection of
social policy reforms and trends
at the global, national, provincial
and local scales that have
negatively affected women’s
access to housing and social
services since the 1960s.
Through the use of open-ended
interviews, the second phase
explores the lived realities of a
group of women in Sudbury.
These interviews are augmented
with the perspectives of various
local social service providers.
This research documents the
participants’ and key informants’
most pertinent issues, concerns,
and recommendations regarding
housing and social service
delivery in the Northern
community.
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New Graduate Student
Research — PhD

Trent PhD Students

Jodi Aoki ‘These books keep
me alive’: Nineteenth-Century
Adaptation and Perspective in
Peterborough’s Female
Immigrant World

Adam Guzkowski ‘We Have
Met the Alien (And It Is Us)”:
Encounters with Difference in
Contemporary English Canadian
Science Fiction Literature

Sarah McDougall CIDA,
Gender and the ‘Whole of
Government’ Approach

James Onusko Growing Up in
Suburbia: Childhood, Children,
and Youth in Post-War English
Canada, 1945-1968

David Rapaport Responses of
the Labour Movement and its
Allies to Neo-Liberalism in
Ontario Between 1995-97

Pamela Rickey Wisdom for the
Future: Transformative Learning
and Cross-Cultural Interactions
Between Indigenous and Non-
Indigenous Communities

Carleton Ph D Students

Péter Balogh QUEER Rights
Movements and Governmentality
in Neoliberal Times, 1985-2010

Jonathan Dewar ‘Dance with
Us as You Can’: Aboriginal
Artists, Art and Reconciliation

Joe Lipsett Do Canadians
Watch Canadian Films?

Jeff Ruhl Bringing the Northern
Vision into Focus: Nation
Building in Canada’s Arctic
Present
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New Graduate Student
Research — MA

Natasha Beeds Re-Covering
the Land with Stories: Cree
Narratives

Georgia Carley Early Modern
English Process of Recognition
of Native Americans: Examples
of Native Americans in England
between 1700 and 1763

Debra Gentle Differentiation
and Marketing in Adoption Policy
and Practice

Jess Grover Mother as Social
Citizen: The Political Economy of
Federal Child Care Policy

Lianne Irish  Closing the Border:
The CCF-NDP and Free Trade,
1932-1988

Danielle Jeancart
Masculinities

Sandra Lamouche Native
Dancing and Wellness

Julia Lane Embodying
Environments: Interdisciplinary &
Cross-Cultural Possibilities for
Environmental Education in
Ontario

Jonathan Lockyer  Trickster
Discourse and Contemporary
Aboriginal Artwork

Paul McCartney Theoretical
and Conceptual Issues Related
to Indigenous Environmental
Resource Management

Caitlin Radmore
Desexualization and
Politicization of Women’s Bodies
in the Residential School System

Susan Reynolds Gender
Responsiveness in Provincial
Incarceration: An Institutional
Ethnography

Patrick Scott Dialogic
Approach to Canadian Humour

Sheryl -Lynn Smith  Indigenous
Women and the Issue of Abuse

Celine Vukson The Tlicho Oral
History

Simon Wallace Comparative
and Contextual Analysis of
Rebellions in Early Modern
Canada
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