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Teaching   I teach a range of courses from Victorian literature and culture to contemporary travel writing and women's writing. I have interests in Victorian and contemporary science (including photography and the work of quirky scientists like Francis Galton), aging and the life course, and the travel writing of the amazing Canadian poet, P.K. Page. What links my work is an interest in how we come to know what we know and how we can learn to see and understand the value of other stories and other perspectives. How do we balance an awareness of knowledge and its limitations with the need to act ethically and responsibly in the world?

Research   New and recent projects: 

· Cognitive Style and Perceptual Difference in Browning's Poetry (Routledge 2010), SSHRC-funded: an examination of perceptual and cognitive differences and their relationship to artistic production, especially poetry; 

· a new edition of PK Page’s Brazilian Journal (Porcupine’s Quill); 

· a new research project on Francis Galton, theories of heredity, and the Victorian reception of Darwin, entitled “The Beauty of the Ogive: Francis Galton and the Victorian Statistical Imaginary.” 

Past projects and selected publications:

· “Woman / Body / Landscape: Imaginary Geographies in the Writing of Karen Connelly.” Canadian Literature 181 (2004): 62-76. The first academic study of the travel writing and poetry of Karen Connelly, framed in the context of emerging work on place and space in the field of human geography. 

· “Somatic Wisdom: Refiguring Bodies in The Ring and the Book.” Victorian Studies 41 (1998): 567-91. An interdisciplinary study of nineteenth-century hermeneutics, both biblical and classical, for their bearing on body/text representations in Browning’s major work. Research undertaken as SSHRC postdoctoral fellow at the University of Toronto. 

· MLA special session panel proposal and session organizer, “Victorian Religious Discourse: Explorations, Reconfigurations.” Modern Language Association (MLA) convention. San Francisco, CA, December 1998. This MLA special session I proposed and organized on Victorian hermeneutics formed the basis of an essay collection edited by Jude V. Nixon, 2004.

Where some of it began: Ph.D. thesis, Comparative Literature: “Witnessing the ‘Unpresentable’: Modes of Reflexivity in Eight Nineteenth-Century Texts”

Chapters:  Realism/Reflexivity: Nineteenth-Century Contexts
‘Capricious Form’: George Borrow and Romantic Irony
“A Garland of Fragments”: Clough’s Amours de Voyage
“Fact” and “Fancy”: Truth and Narrative in Browning’s The Ring and the Book
OutShandying Tristram Shandy: Theophile Gautier’s Mademoiselle de Maupin
Knowledge and the Means of Knowing: Madame Bovary and Bouvard et Pecuchet
A Self-Reflexive Leap of Faith: George Eliot’s Middlemarch
Conclusion: Witnessing the Unpresentable

An examination of the concept of reflexivity in postmodernist theory, together with the philosophical antecedents for such discussions. In making the case for reading the work of various nineteenth-century artists in reflexive terms, I draw on the Romantic philosopher Friedrich Schlegel’s theory of irony, as well as the work of Idealist philosophers such as T.H. Green. The insights of Schlegel and the Idealists provide a historical precedent for theories of “metafiction”: fiction which takes as its subject the activity of interpretation and the making of fictions. 


