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Terry Jordan brings a wealth of experience to his role as writer in residence at the Saskatoon Public Library.

He is an award-winning dramatist with plays produced across Canada, as well as being the author of a book of stories titled It's a Hard Cow, which won a Saskatchewan Book Award, and the novel Beneath That Starry Place. That first novel was nominated for two Saskatchewan Book Awards and the Chapters/Books in Canada First Novel Award.

Jordan is excited at the prospect of the nine-month term, which commences immediately after the Labour Day Weekend and carries on until June 2008. "I'm all ready to go."

 The mandate of the writer in residence program is such that the writer will work 14.5 hours per week in the library with writers from the community, helping them with their work, and spend the rest of each week on his or her own writing. Jordan's plans are to finish a novel he's been at for some time, then move on to a subject about which he's passionate, natural history essays.

"I'd like to get out into the country and see some birds," he said. Putting words to a feeling many have, he went on to say, "I wish it was spring and fall all year long so I could see the birds migrating through this area." Apparently, the library board is already at work on this request. Jordan is the 27th writer in residence at the Saskatoon Public Library, carrying on in a tradition established by the late Anne Szumigalski, and continued by such writers as Patrick Lane, Guy Vanderhaeghe, Lois Simmie, Edna Alford, Yann Martell, and last year's resident, Curtis Peeteetuce.

Jordan, who lived and worked in the nearby town of Allan for 13 years, was born in Humboldt and went to high school in Melfort. He received his post-secondary education at the University of Saskatchewan, the University of Victoria, and Queen's University, in Kingston.  At Queen's, he said, he really became interested in writing. "I took a Canadian literature class from the novelist Tom Marshall in the early '80s. He had Robertson Davies and Margaret Laurence into his class and I was quite moved by them and what they had to say." There was also a German literature in translation class from the "best prof" he ever had that helped push him in the writing direction.

Jordan was the first winner of a fellowship to live and write at the Wallace Stegner House in Eastend and was the first Margaret Laurence Fellow at Trent University, in Peterborough. He's also taught English and creative writing at Concordia University in Montreal.

Jordan cites playwrights Caryl Churchill and Harold Pinter as influences on his writing, as well as the work of novelist and critic William Gass and the stories of James Joyce. He often relates Joy Williams's statement about writing that, "None of this is what I long to say. I long to say other things. So I write stories in my attempt to say them."

Early next month, Jordan will be on staff at the Saskatoon Public Library to help local writers in their attempts to say what they long to say.

