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  and...   and...   
             John Huston, disgruntled father             John Huston, disgruntled father  

 

 

We gratefully acknowledge the Cameron sisters for their donation of the John Huston fonds to Trent University 
Archives, and the Pierce family for their recent donation of the John Pierce historical survey collection. 

 

In the faintest of pencil, on the back of an account of survey work done in 
1838 in Dummer Township, Smithstown, and Cavan Township, an un-
signed draft of a letter: 

 

Dear Sir, Thank you for the kindness 
which you manifested towards me at 
the last July sessions—in recom-
mending me to teach my son how to 
take field notes and to [describe] the 
limits of a survey. 
 
However painful to myself and hurtful 
to my feelings in reply to your recom-
mend … I cannot refrain from inform-
ing you the simple fact, My son 
would not be taught. 
 
I have endeavoured all in my power 
by council, flattery and force to get 
my son to learn. I sent him to school 
to Hope, Port Hope & Peterboro, all 
to no purpose, learn he would not, 
and particularly surveying he was 
quite aversed to.… 
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Surveyor, Justice of the Peace, Military Officer  

Upper Canada’s John HustonUpper Canada’s John Huston    

I rish immigrant John Huston (1790-1845) arrived in Upper Canada via New York around 1818, settling 
first in Port Hope, and then Cavan a few years later. A letter in Trent’s archival holdings indicates that 

Huston was authorized by the Lieutenant Governor of the Province of Upper Canada, Sir Peregrine Mait-
land, to assist in surveying Peterborough and the surrounding area in 1820. Records indicate, too, that he 
helped to establish some of the newly arrived Irish immigrants in Emily Township in 1825 at the request of 
the Commissioner of Crown Lands and Surveyor General of Upper Canada, Peter Robinson. Huston was 
also a Captain in the Durham Volunteer Militia, and a Justice of the Peace. He died in Cavan Township in 
1845 at the age of 55. 
 
Trent University Archives houses two important collections of Huston papers, the John Huston fonds and 
the John Pierce historical survey collection, which includes not only papers related to Huston, but docu-
ments and maps of several surveyors of the Peterborough area. These collections comprise a key resource 
of correspondence, survey notes, plans and maps pertinent to the early 19th century settlement of the coun-
ties of Peterborough, Victoria, and Northumberland and Durham. 

“Copy of part of Deputy 
Provincial Surveyor J. 
Hustons Plan of Peter-
borough No 39 Dated 
1833” 

The 1833 Huston 
map on the left de-
picts an area of 
Peterborough be-
tween Water Street 
and the Otonabee 
River, just south of 
Trent’s former Peter 
Robinson College 



John Huston, Upper Canadian surveyorJohn Huston, Upper Canadian surveyor  

Upper Canada 
 

Sir Peregrine Maitland, Knight Commander of the Most 
Honorable of the Bath, Lieutenant Governor of the Prov-
ince of Upper Canada, Major General Commander of His 
Majesties Forces therein, etc. — 
 

To all whom  these Presents shall come 
 

—————— Greeting —————— 
 

Whereas it has been certified to me by the Surveyor Gen-
eral of the Province that John Houston [sic] of the Town-
ship of Cavan, in the District of the said duly examined 
touching his knowledge and skill in the art of surveying 
land and that he hath been found competent both in The-
ory and hath taken the Oath of Allegiance to His Majesty, 
and hath entered into the bonds required by Law for the 
due performance of the duties of a Surveyor of Land. 
 

That reposing confidence in the Loyalty, Ability and the 
Integrity of the said John Houston, authorized and licensed 
these Presents authorize to practice the Art of surveying 
land in this Province during Pleasure. 
 

Given under my Hand and Seal at Arms at York in Upper 
Canada this twenty-eighth day of October in the Year of 
Grace One Thousand Eight Hundred and Twenty and of His 
Majesty’s Reign the first. 

P. Marthene 
By His Excellency’s Command 

Huston received authorization from Sir Peregrine 
Maitland to “practice the art of surveying land” in Up-
per Canada, 28 October 1820 

A licensed Deputy 
S u r v e y o r ,  J o h n 
Huston assisted in 
surveying the town-
ships of Ops and 
Emily. He was also 
inspector and valuator  
of the Clergy Reserve 
lands. 

Charles Fothergill, Port 
Hope writer and naturalist, 
to Deputy Surveyor John 
Huston, Cavan 

Port Hope, Sept. 23 1825 
 
You would greatly oblige by 
coming out as far as 
Riordan’s & Ingle’s farm 
tomorrow to assist in taking a 
level of the  Creek and mark-
ing out the line of the race-
way for the intended Mills. I 
shall be there by 10 or 11 
oclock…. 
 

Chas. Fothergill 

John Huston, emigrant correspondentJohn Huston, emigrant correspondent  
Huston was the recipient of some of the earliest letters received in the Huston was the recipient of some of the earliest letters received in the 
Peterborough area   Peterborough area   --   a letter from his brother   a letter from his brother--inin--lawlaw  

The letter below was sent from Ireland to John Huston in 1820. It was written by his 
brother-in-law, William Middleton, and carried from Ireland to Upper Canada by  
Robert McCamus, who became a farmer in the Cavan area. 

Coraghy May the 2d 1820 
Dear Brother, 
I Now Employ My Self on receipt of Wrighting a few lines to you Hoping 
this Silent messenger Will Meet you in Good Health as this Leaves us at 
present. Dear Brother you spoke of Wrighting Many Letters in your 
Cozen William Hustons Letter if you Have Wrote to Me I Have Received 
Not as much as one of them. I Have seen your friend William Hustons 
Letter Which we was verry Happy to Hear of you and family Been in 
Good health. As soon as this Comes to Hand Wright Imediately to the 
Care of Mr. John Hunter of Bailaborough and I think I May have a 
chance of Getting it for the Recourse to Carickmacross. We have not 
much. Times is Much altered in this Country. Cloth is very Cheap so as 
Money is scarce. There is a great Many of the Yeomenry Cares Re-
duced. The Shercock Core at present is about 76 in Number. Dear 
Brother and Sister My Mother was very uneasy about not hearing from 
you But I hope it Will not Be the Case hereafter if you Direct to Baillibor-
ough. I Must Wright a few Lines to Brother Robert as I am informed He is 
in Phildelphia. I have not Received a Letter from Him this two or three 
years. I am afraid his sircumstance is Low Which I am Sorry for I Have 
Nothing particular to trouble you about. I Would Like to know How Lands 
is Sold. I Mean reclaimed Lands for I am sometimes in the Notion of 
going to that Country if Could get a situation Convenient to you. This 
Goes By the hands of Robert McCamus Which I think he Will Deliver it to 
you. John Corbit is about going to that County. William Bradly and family 
is Well. George Mewhild and family is Well. Robert and Hugh Bloomer 
and familys is Well. My Mother Desires to Be Remembered to you, Mar-
tha and family. So I conclude With sending My Love and Best Respects 
you and family and all Enquireing friends. I Have the honour to subscribe 
My Self your afectinate 
Brother William Middleton 

We wish to acknowledge the 
late Quentin Brown, whose 
Huston research collection 
was helpful in providing con-
textualization for this issue of 
Archives News. 



Head Quarters 
Cobourg, 6th Jan’y 1838 

Sir, 
Upon the receipt of this you will please to notify each Captain of the 2nd R.D.M. or offi-
cer commanding a Company to assemble their respective Companies in Cavan at Mill-
brooke and in Emily at D. Armstrongs… All are to furnish themselves with arms. Every 
Officer or private not appearing to answer to his name will without exception be fined 
unless they have leave of absence from their Commanding officer. Every officer in Com-
mand of a Company to have a correct Roll of his men, stating those absent without and 
with leave or sick, also those with or without arms. The Rolls to be delivered to you, 
immediately after parade. 
 
The reason for assembling the Regiment at this time is for the purpose of obtaining 65 
Rank and File with Officers to form a company of volunteers. 
 
The muskets & accoutrements given out at Port Hope in No.63 & that are now in Cavan 
will be handed over to the Volunteers who will proceed forthwith to Toronto for hay….. 
 
The men are to march by way of Port Hope and on their leaving Cavan you will immedi-
ately report to me the result of your proceedings, not forgetting the Rolls or returns of 
each Company…. 
 
R. Henry 
Cor. 2d. R.D.M. 

A letter from 
L i e u t e n a n t -
Colonel Robert 
Henry to Huston  
instructing him 
to assist in the 
formation of a 
company of vol-
unteers 

John Huston, military officerJohn Huston, military officer  

“...Muster Roll of Capt’n Hustons Company 
Number one Durham Volunteers 

Head Quarters Cobourg April 30 1839...” 
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An adjutant in the militia under the command of Colonel G.S. Boulton of Cobourg, 
John Huston was a captain in the 2nd Durham Regiment, which included the Town-
ships of Cavan, Manvers, Cartwright and Emily. 

 

… If you are not otherwise 
engaged, I should be glad to 
employ you to locate the Irish 
immigrant settlers on the va-
cant lots in Emily. 
 

It is necessary that I should 
immediately know whether you 
can undertake this service.                                                
I am, Sir 

Your most Obdt. Serv’t 
P. Robinson 

 

Monaghan, Superintendent’s Office 
26 Nov’r 1825 

Sir,  
 Mr. Deyell has been engaged by me to furnish some Beef for the Irish set-
tlers located in Emily & informs me that he has some ready to issue, now stored at 
David Armstrongs… Mr. Ritchie goes out for the purpose of regulating the issue of 
provisions and takes with him the Books shewing the quantity each Family is entitled 
to… A few Emigrants go with Mr. Ritchie to be located by you in Emily, & in order 
that no time may be lost during the good weather, I send four Axemen with them to 
be under your orders…. 

I am Sir Your obed’t ser’t 
P. Robinson 

 

Peter Robinson to 
Huston, on the 
issue of providing 
necessities to the 
new immigrants 

In 1823 and 1825, Peter Robinson arranged for the emigration of hundreds of Irish citi-
zens to Upper Canada. The 1823 contingent, consisting of over 500 people, settled in 
eastern Ontario in the Lanark County area. The second larger group of more than 1800 
was relocated to south central Ontario. Responding to a request for assistance from 
Robinson, John Huston helped to establish several of the families in Emily Township. 

The Examiner, Peterborough: 20 February 1934   



Most respectfully sir 
 

I have the Honor to acknowl-
edge the receipt of your letter 
of the 22nd on the 29th inst. 
accompanied by a letter of 
Patrick Maguire Esquire [  ] 
dated Cavan 15 June 1831. 
 

It appears from Mr. Maguires 
letter that he wants to per-
suade you that he entertains a 
wish for the peace of the 
Country. I beg leave to give my 
opinion and say that I am con-
vinced of the contrary and can 
prove the same. 

 

If there is any display of Protestants and Orangemen walking in procession on the 12th inst. the cause 
must be attached to Mr. Maguire and him only. He has roused that religious fiend which has so long de-
stroyed the peace of unhappy Ireland which here ought to rest obscure. He has told protestants that they 
would be ashamed to acknowledge themselves to be protestants in a few years and how unworthy they 
are to be noticed in civil or Military appointments. He also bosts of his might, of interest and power. 
 

The Catholicks he tells - contend for your rights—resist the Orangemen (whom he calls all protestants) to 
the last. I am your friend. You are shamefully trampled upon. I will support you. 
 

What intolerant language this is to be used in this peaceful country where no earthly distinction are made 
between Catholics and protestants, and not the slightest cause of complaint exists to either, a country of 
which we all can bost the most plentious, peacable and free upon earth. 
 

The Catholics of Emily Ops & Cavan will not be drove to quarrel with the neighbours, the protestants. 
Some of the Catholics told me after the last town meeting in Emily that they were encouraged by Mr. 
Maguire so to do, but they would not. Others said they were sorry for what had happened. 
 

You may asure his Excellency and I will be accountable that if the Orangemen & Protestants do meet and 
walk in procession they will only go to Church and will not give the slightest offence to any person if unmo-
lested. 

A June 22nd, 1831 directive from the Lieutenant Governor 
to “John Huston, Esq’re, J.P., Township of Cavan” relating 
to the handling of religious tensions in the District 

Government House 
York, 22nd June 1831 
 

Sir, 
 

The Lt. Governor has directed me to forward to you the enclosed com-
munication from Mr. Macguire, in which he expresses his apprehen-
sion of the public tranquility being disturbed by the religious disputes 
of the Inhabitants of Cavan and the neighboring Townships, and His 
Excellency being persuaded that you will use every exertion to pre-
vent the folly of a few individuals from disturbing the peace of the Dis-
trict, he has thought it right that this information should be transmitted 
to you… 

Edw. McMahon 
A Secretary 

 

Huston’s 

John Huston & the Cavan OrangemenJohn Huston & the Cavan Orangemen  
 

John Huston received a letter dated July 6th, 1830 from Peterborough’s mayor, John 
Hutchison, expressing his “dark suspicion on the motive of the Orangemen” of Cavan in 
choosing the July 12th parade in Peterborough as a venue for their Orange exhibitions. 
The Mayor writes, “for Heaven’s sake why transplant that rancorous party feeling to this 
peaceful country, where no earthly distinction is made between Catholic & Protestant.” 
His letter reveals that religious tension between the Catholics and Protestants was rife in  

response to the June 22nd, 1831 directive from the Lieutenant Governor 

 

Peterborough and the surrounding area in the earliest years of settlement. Folklore has it 
that between 1830 and 1870 a number of Orangemen from Cavan were organized infor-
mally in a group known as the Cavan Blazers. The Blazers name became synonymous 
with stories of brawls and malicious pranks carried out against the Roman Catholic set-
tlers. There is no evidence in the archival records that John Huston participated in or was 
responsible for any contentious activities based on religious affiliation.  


