INDIGENOUS STUDI ES 383H

Special Topicsin Indigenous Oral History
Course Outline
Winter 2009

“Well, I've tried to live my life right, just likea story.”
— Angela Sidney, Tagish/Tlingit

“The land has given us everything. It is more thdmok.”
— Basil Johnston, Anishinaabe

“The language spoken by the land, which is integardy the
Okanagan into words, carries parts of its ongoaadity.”
— Jeannette Armstrong, Okanagan

Instructor: Mark Dickinson Course Information:

Office: Turtle Island Day: Tuesday

Phone: 748-2204 Time: 9:00 a.m. to 11:50 a.m.
e-mail: markdickinson@trentu.ca Place: OCA 207

This course is an inquiry into the most portabtglea lithe technology that humanity has
ever known: the oral tradition. After Cree elderlt&faLightning, we recognize that
myth, narrative, family history, poetry and otheodes of oral expression are not easily
delineated from one another, as they often aremetnporary Western thought. After
Okanagan elder Jeannette Armstrong, we recognatdlta basis of the oral tradition in
all its forms lies in kinship with land.

This course is divided into two halves: the firatfl{six course units) sets out a number
of perspectives on oral history and literature loges, scholars, poets and writers,
providing us with a number of landmarks, campsaies look-outs on the oral tradition
SO as to deepen our reading; the second half isated to an examination of primary
texts of the finest exemplars in a number of osalrgs.

Each course meeting is divided into two halves el Whe first component will consist
of a fifteen minute presentation of the readingeriats by student(s), followed by a
round-table discussion whereby each student idaskeke something in the order of
three to five minutes to provide her or his ownsperctive on and reaction to the
readings. Following a short break, the rest ofsd@inar time (until 11:50 a.m.) will be
allotted to a free-ranging conversation on anydoplated to course materials, to be
facilitated by the seminar presentation team.
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Required Text:

Anna Nelson Harryin Honor of Eyak: The Art of Anna Nelson Harlichael Krauss,
ed. Alaska Native Language Center, 1982.

All other readings will be made available in theDi@@ 383H mailbox in the Indigenous
Studies’ mailroom.

Course Assignments
1) Seminar Presentation (10%)

Each student is responsible for one seminar prasentover the course of the semester,
either individually or partnership with one othéudent. A sign-up sheet for seminar
presentations will be circulated on the first daglass.

As this is a course in orality, seminar presentetishould be made with as little recourse
to written notes as possible. Speakers should irgactable enough with the week’s
assigned readings to speak in an off-hand manroert dlvem, and in a way that is
engaging and informative. Speakers should avoateasummary of the readings, and
focus instead on memorable presentation of thastings’ key ideas and implications,
as well as any connections between one week’sngadind another week’s.

Speakers are responsible for a fifteen-minute ptasien; following the break, when we
move into our general discussion, speakers areespmnsible for facilitating group
discussion and providing key questions in the ettemtonversation doesn’t build
sufficient momentum.

2) Creation Study (15%)

At the first course meeting, each student will bsigned at random one individual from
either the plant, bird, tree, insect, mammal, akrevorlds by the course instructor.
Students are responsible for “tracking” their ass@jspecies or being through the oral
tradition, with reference to transcribed oral textsnversations with cultural authorities,
elders associated with the Indigenous Studies camtynar from his or her own
community.

A minimum five-page “species biography” or “Creatistudy” will be produced by each
student. This essay is due no later than Maréh Tfis study, written in whatever style
or manner the student wishes, with or without tHaisons and with supporting biological
and ecological facts, will be included with thodether students angf-published into

a single volume to be distributed to all coursdipiggants on the last course meeting.
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3) Elder’'s Teaching (15%)

Each student is responsible for translating intateter medium they wish one talk,
teaching or lecture by an elder or teacher assati@ith community events within the
Department of Indigenous Studies, specificallyeaitine Elders’ Conference or the Pine
Tree Talk (other possibilities require approvatted course instructor).

One of the objectives of this exercise is to finday to bring the words of an elder or
teacher alive in a different medium. Students amaraged to be as innovative as
possible. Written work is acceptable; if the studeishes to use video or audio
technology, the emphasis is not on a straight vtmeape translation, or a filmed talk,
but on a “value-added,” creative interpretationshart video, an audio performance
piece, etc.. The Elder’s Teaching is due March. 24

4) Peer-Reviewed Essay (10% for review work; 30¥%p#per)

One major written project will be due in this caair&ach paper will be 3000 words in
length.

This paper should deal with issues related to butimited by the course materials; it
must be an original composition that has not bedmgtted for any other course.
Accepted methods of academic footnoting and bilbéipgic documentation are required.
If in doubt, please consult a style manual.

This paper is peer-reviewed. This process workslasvs: the first draft of this paper is
to be sent by the student to the course instriogt@-mail no later than midnight on
March 3% The course instructor will then choose one stutereview this paper; the
reviewer will submit comments to the writer as wasdlthe course instructor by e-mail or
hard copy.

Each student, working as a peer-reviewer, is resptnfor providing insightful
feedback on all levels of the reviewee’s paper taydn 16,

Thefinal draft of thispaper isdueon March 31%, to be handed in on thelast day of
classin hard copy for mat.

Plagiarism: Plagiarism is an extremely serious academic offansecarries penalties
varying from failure in an assignment to debarnfesrh the University. Definitions,
procedures and penalties for dealing with plagmamse set out in Trent University’s
Policy on Plagiarism which is available on requesin every Department or College
Office or from the Registrar’s Office.

5) Participation (20%)

Participation marks are all-or-nothing. If studestt®w up and participate in each and
every discussion, they will receive the full 20%.
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Students are permitted one absence without exeysportion of their participation
mark will be deducted for this excused absenceherrder of 2 percent); any additional
absence must be accounted for by a doctor’s ndideitional absences also require the
student to submit a five-page annotated bibliogyaggvering that week’s readings by
the time of the next course meeting.

Attendance will be taken on a weekly basis.

It is Trent University’s intent to create an indlteslearning environment. If a student has
a disability and/or health consideration and féleds he/she may need accommodations
to succeed in this course, the student should cbtita Disability Services Office (BL
Suite 109, 748-1281isabilityservices@trentu.ras soon as possible. Complete text can
be found under Access to Instruction in the Acaade@alendar.
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INDIGENOUS STUDIES 383H
Special Topicsin Indigenous Oral History

Readings

PART ONE: CONTEXTS

January 13- The Listener’'s Tale

Johnston, Basil. “Introduction.” Ilonour Earth MotherCape Croker Reserve:
Kegedonce Press, 2003. v-xi.

Johnston, Basil. “How do we learn language? Whaweddearn?” InTalking On The
Page: Editing Aboriginal Oral Text§ oronto: University of Toronto Press, 1999. 43-51

Lightning, Walter. “Compassionate Mind: Implicat®aof a Text Written by Elder Louis
Sunchild.”Canadian Journal of Native Educatid® (1991) 215-253.

January 20— The Scholar’'s Tale

Archibald, Jo-ann. “Coyote Searching for the Borezdlle.”Indigenous Storywork:
Educating the Heart, Mind, Body and Spiiancouver: University of British Columbia
Press, 2008. 35-57.

Cruikshank, Julie. “The social life of texts: Edgjion the page and in performance.” In
Talking On The Page: Editing Aboriginal Oral Text®ronto: University of Toronto
Press, 1999. 97-119.

Dauenhauer, Nora Marks & Richard Dauenhauer. “Tdragox of talking on the page:
Some aspects of Tlingit and Haida experienceTdtking On The Page: Editing
Aboriginal Oral TextsToronto: University of Toronto Press, 1999. 3-41.

January 27— The Anthropologist’'s Tale

Bringhurst, Robert. “The Anthropologist and the Bglg’ and “The Epic Dream.” I\
Story As Sharp As A Knifgancouver: Douglas & Mcintyre, 1999. 135-154; 218.

Medecine, Bea. “Learning To Be An Anthropologistidemaining Native.” IiLearning

How To Be An Anthropologist and Remaining Nat¥eicago: University of lllinois
Press, 2001. 3-18.
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February 3 The Land’s Tale

Abram, David. “In the Landscape of Language.Thre Spell of the Sensuous: Perception
and Language in a More-than-Human Worlkkw York: Vintage Books, 1996. 137-179.

Armstrong, Jeannette. “Land Speaking."Speaking for the Generations: Native Writers
on Writing Simon Ortiz, ed. Tucson: University of ArizonaeBs, 1999. 174-194.

Silko, Leslie Marmon. “Interior and Exterior Lan@dges: The Pueblo Migration Stories.”
In Speaking for the Generations: Native Writers ontMgi Simon Ortiz, ed. Tucson:
University of Arizona Press, 1999. 2-24.

February 10 Ihe Musician of Thought's Tale

Bringhurst, Robert. “Goose Food” and “Spoken Mudit.A Story As Sharp As A Knife
Vancouver: Douglas & Mcintyre, 1999. 27-63.

Scollon, Ron. “Aristotle Fails to Persuade the DeynkConflicting Logics in Narrative
Social Analysis.” Public Lecture. Aalborg UnivessiAalborg, Denmark.

PART TWO: VISITING IN TIME & SPACE

February 24 The Eyak’s Tale

Harry, Anna.ln Honor of Eyak: The Art of Anna Nelson HarMichael Krauss, ed.
Alaska Native Language Center, 1982.

March 3— The Little Old Ladies’ Tale

Ned, Annie, Angela Sidney & Kitty Smith. Selectidnsm Life Lived Like A Storydulie
Cruikshank, ed. Vancouver: University of Britishl@mbia Press, 1990.

March 10 -The Land Marriage Tale

Ka-kisikaw-pihtukaw. “The Bear Woman.” [Bacred Stories of the Sweet Grass Cree
Leonard Bloomfield, ed. Saskatoon: Thistledown Bndio93.

Mandeville, Francois. “The Man Who Became A Wolh"The Narrative Ethnography
of Francois MandevilleRon Scollon, ed. Forthcoming 2009.

Skaay of the Qquuna Qiighawaay. “The Man Who MdrAeBear.” InBeing in Being
Translated by Robert Bringhurst. Vancouver: Doudglddcintyre, 2001. 141-147.
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March 17 -The Okanagan Tale: Three Generations of Orality

Armstrong, Jeannette & Lally Grauer. “Reciprocitigsmdness and the Land: An
Interview.” Lake: A Journal of Arts and EnvironmeNbl. 2 (2008): 5-17.

Kwelkweltaxen. “Okanagan Tales.” Folk Tales of Salishan and Sahaptin Tribeésanz
Boas, ed. New York: American Folklore Society, 1968-97.

Robinson, HarryNature Power: In The Spirit of an Okanagan StotgteM/endy
Wickwire, ed. Vancouver: Talon Books, 2004.

March 24 -Susan Barss'’s Tale

Paul, Elizabeth, Peter Sanger & Alan Silyboy. S&des fromThe Stone Canoe
Kentville: Gaspereau Press, 2007.

March 31 -Raven Head'’s Tale

Mandeville, Francois. “The Way Raven Head Livetlie Narrative Ethnography of
Francois MandevilleRon Scollon, ed. Forthcoming 2009.
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Seminar Presentations Indigenous Studies 383H

(Two students maximum per week)

January 13- The Listener’s Tale

January 20— The Scholar’s Tale

January 27— The Anthropologist’'s Tale

February 3 The Land’s Tale

February 10 Ihe Musician of Thought's Tale

February 24 The Eyak’s Tale

March 3— The Little Old Ladies’ Tale

March 10 -The Land Marriage Tale

March 17 -The Okanagan Tale: Three Generations of Orality

March 24 -Susan Barss’s Tale

March 31 -Raven Head'’s Tale
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